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TOWN  CONSIDERS  NEW 
WAY  TO  PAY  FOR  TRASH 

Sheffield's  Board  of  Selectmen  has  tentatively  voted  to  adopt  a 
pay-as-you-throw  policy  for  trash  disposed  at  the  town  transfer 
station  on  Barnum  St.,  beginning  July  1,  2009. 

The  new  system  still  requires  those  wishing  to  dispose  of 
their  garbage  at  the  transfer  station  to  buy  a  sticker  each  year, 
at  a  cost  less  than  the  current  charge.  Recycling  of  paper,  metal 
and  containers  continues  as  before.  But  household  garbage 
would  have  to  be  disposed  of  in  special  bags,  which  would  cost 
in  the  range  of  $1.75  to  $2.25  apiece.  Bags  would  be  available  at 
Town  Hall,  as  well  as  at  a  number  of  vendors  in  Sheffield. 

Sheffield's  trash  is  not  disposed  of  in  Sheffield.  It's  taken 
from  the  transfer  station  by  the  Town's  contractor,  Eco  Waste, 

to  a  site  in  New  York  state,  at  a 

cost  to  the  Town  of  $85  per  ton. 

Recyclable  materials — paper, 

cardboard,  bottles  and  cans — 

are  trucked  by  Eco  Waste  to  the 

Materials  Recycling  Facility  in 

Springfield  and  bring  in  a  small 

amount  of  revenue. 

Until  last  year,  all  town  resi- 
dents were  sent  a  bill  for  a  sticker 

allowing  trash  to  be  disposed  of 

at  the  transfer  station.In  2007, 
that  sticker  cost  $104.  The  current  system,  adopted  last  year, 
allowed  only  those  who  used  the  transfer  station  to  buy  a 
sticker,  which  cost  $129  in  2008.  As  a  result,  500  fewer  stickers 
were  purchased.  Yet  the  amount  of  trash  remained  the  same, 
resulting  in  a  significant  deficit  in  the  program  for  this  year. 

Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg  and  Recycling  Coordina- 
tor David  Steindler  assessed  the  situation.  At  the  Feb.  17  Board 
of  Selectmen  meeting,  they  advised  the  selectmen  there  were 
two  options  for  the  coming  year.  The  board  could  increase  the 
cost  of  a  sticker  by  a  substantial  amount — it  would  have  to 
at  least  double — or  change  to  a  system  that  charges  per  bag. 

Continued  on  page  3 


TOWN  MEETING 
&  ELECTION 

For  what  happened  at 
Sheffield's  town  meeting 
on  May  4,  see  page  7. 
The  town  election 
is  Mon.,  May  I  I  .Voting 
takes  place  at  Town  Hall, 
9am  to  7pm. 


After  the  swearing-in  ceremony  at  Pine  Island  Farm:  Gov.  Deval 
Patrick,  the  new  Agricultural  Commissioner  Scott  Soares,  Louis  Aragi, 
Jr.,  Holly  Aragi,  Matt  Aragi  and  Louis  Aragi,  Sr.  and  attendees. 

STATE  AG  HEAD  TAKES 
OATH  AT  LOCAL  FARM 

On  April  10,  Massachusetts  governor  Deval  Patrick  came  to 
Sheffield's  Pine  Island  Farm  on  Hewins  St.,  owned  by  Louis 
"Chico"  Aragi,  Sr.,  and  his  son,  Louis  Aragi,  Jr.,  to  swear  in 
the  Commonwealth's  new  Commissioner  of  the  Dept.  of 
Agricultural  Resources,  Scott  Soares. 

Soares  has  served  as  the  assistant  commissioner  since 
2007.  In  that  role,  he  co-chaired  the  task  force  whose  work 
led  to  the  Dairy  Farm  Preservation  Act,  passed  in  2008, 
which  has  been  essential  for  maintaining  the  viability  of 
dairy  farms  across  the  state.  Many  Sheffield  and  Berkshire 
County  farmers  worked  to  get  the  bill  passed. 

That  the  ceremony  took  place  in  Sheffield  highlights  the 
importance  of  Sheffield  and  the  region  to  the  Common- 
wealth's agricultural  economy,  in  keeping  with  the  findings 
of  the  Sheffield  Master  Plan  and  many  regional  studies. 

More  than  150  people  attended.  Among  them  were  town 
officials,  including  town  selectmen  Jim  Collingwood,  Julie 
Hannum  and  David  Macy  and  town  administrator  Joe  Kel- 
logg. Also  at  the  ceremony  were  representatives  of  the  business 
community — David  Rooney,  president  of  the  Berkshire  Eco- 

Continued  on  page  2 


In  This  Issue 

Community 

Firehouse,  farmers'  market,  parades  3 

Letter  from  the  Leighs  4 

Sheffield's  volunteers:  Marcia  Brolli  5 

Flinn  honored  6 

Town  meeting  results  7 

Dewey  Hall  music, Ashley  Falls  news  8 

Church  news  9 


Library 

News 
Village  Green 

Senior  Center  news 

Board  of  Selectmen  meeting  minutes 

Town  Clerk 

Planning  Board  news 

Development  Corp.,  American  Legion 

Bulky  waste,  recycling 

Police  Dept.  Kops  &  Kids  Camp 


Organizations  &  Businesses 

10 

Profile:  Sideshow  Clothing  Co. 

20 

Land  Trust  news 

21 

II 

Kiwanis  news 

22 

12 

Bartholomew's  Cobble 

24 

15 

Historical  Society 

25 

16 

Profile:The  Bridge 

26 

17 

Fire  log,  real  estate  transfers 

26 

18 

Calendar  Page 

27 

19 

Advertise 

in  a  hometown 

paper! 

The  Sheffield  Times 

accepts  advertisements  from... 
h>     Sheffield  businesses 
H>      Sheffield  residents 
Hf      Regional  businesses 
that  benefit  Sheffield 

No  editorial  or  political  advertisements 

Contact  Tara  White 

at  229-7754  or 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 

for  rates  and  information 


NEW  AG  HEAD,  continued  from  page  1 


Sheffield 

TIMES 


Community  Newsletter  for 
Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

Editors:  Kathy  Orlando  &  Andrea  Scott 

Library  Editor:  Fred  Gordon 

Layout:  Andrea  Scott 

Advertising  Sales:  Tara  White 

Distribution:  Inez  Flinn.  Staff:  Sandy 
&  Dale  Alden,  Kathie  Dean,  Rae  East- 
man, Gillian  Hettinger,  Ellen  Rowntree, 
Peter  Rowntree,  Judy  Schumer,  Ellen 
Weiss,  Barbara  West,  John  Wightman 


Published  by 

The  Sheffield  Association 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 

Working  since  2001  to  foster  communication 

among  the  people,  businesses,  and  organizations 

or  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 


nomic  Development  Corp.  (see  related 
story  on  page  17)  and  bankers  from  Lee 
Bank  and  First  Pioneer  Farm  Credit. 
Local  educators  were  on  hand.  The 
farming,  farm  support  and  conservation 
communities  were  well  represented,  with 
farmers  from  Sheffield  and  elsewhere  in 
Berkshire  County,  the  president  and 
several  staff  members  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
many  staff  members  from  the  Dept.  of 
Agricultural  Resources  and  representa- 
tives from  Berkshire  Grown  and  many 
Land  Trusts,  including  Sheffield's. 
After  the  ceremony,  Patrick  and 
Soares  held  a  roundtable  discussion 
that  addressed  a  number  of  the  area's 
and  state's  top  agricultural  priorities. 
These  ranged  from  the  importance  of 
having  agriculture-friendly  economic 
policies  and  "buying  local"  to  support- 
ing the  state's  Agricultural  Preservation 
Restriction  (APR)  Program  and  Farm 
Energy  Program,  which  have  leveraged 
millions  of  dollars  in  federal  dollars  for 


farmland  protection  and  farm  energy 
conservation  and  creation.  The  need  to 
enhance  agricultural  education  in  the 
schools  was  also  noted  in  conversations 
between  the  governor,  commissioner, 
Selectman  Hannum,  Cassie  Uric- 
chio,  biology  teacher  and  agricultural 
education  and  FFA  advisor  at  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District 
and  two  FFA  students  (see  pages  7  and 
21  for  more  on  Uricchio,  FFA  and  ag 
education  activities). 

Pine  Island  Farm  is  one  of  the 
largest  dairy  farms  in  the  state.  It's  in 
the  process  of  pulling  together  funding 
for  a  methane  digester  to  create  energy 
from  manure.  Methane  digesters  not 
only  produce  electricity,  they  also 
generate  heat  that  can  be  used  in  the 
milking  parlor  for  sterilizing  equip- 
ment along  with  weed-free,  disease- 
free  and  nearly  odor-free  fertilizer. 
Part  of  Pine  Island's  land  is  protected 
so  it  will  remain  as  farmland  under  the 
state's  APR  program. 
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WORK  BEGINS  ON  DOWNSIZED  FIREHOUSE EXPANSION 


As  soon  as  the  building  permit  is 
granted,  the  Sheffield  Fire  Dept.  will 
start  building  the  addition  that  will 
allow  housing  of  a  modern  fire  engine. 
The  project  has  been  substantially 
scaled  back  from  the  original  plan 
for  expansion,  given  the  state  of  the 
economy  and  the  difficulty  in  raising 

MEMORIAL  DAY  PARADES 

Ashley  Falls.  The  Ashley  Falls 
Memorial  Day  Parade  will  be  held 
on  Mon.,  May  25,  at  8am. The  parade 
starts  at  the  blinking  light  on  Route 
7A  in  front  of  the  Post  Office  and 
ends  at  the  Ashley  Falls  Cemetery 
on  School  St.  Coffee,  juice  and 
donuts  will  be  served  afterward  in 
front  of  the  Trinity  United  Method- 
ist Church. 

The  parade  is  the  earliest  in  the 
county.AII  are  welcome  and  veter- 
ans are  encouraged  to  march. 

Sheffield.  The  parade  starts  at 
I  lam  by  the  Police  Station  at  Route 
7  and  Berkshire  School  Rd.  and 
goes  to  Barnard  Park  up  Route  7. 


funds.  The  one-story  addition  will  be 
built  to  the  east  of  the  existing  fire- 
house,  on  land  donated  by  the  Bartho- 
lomew family. 

"We've  got  $150,000  in  the  bank, 
enough  to  do  two  bays,"  said  Rick 
Boardman,  the  fire  chief. "We're  hop- 
ing to  break  ground  right  after  the  annu- 
al Mothers  Day  pancake  breakfast,"  he 
went  on.  The  project  should  take  about 
two  months.  Wayne  Wilkinson,  a  local 
contractor  and  member  of  the  fire  com- 
pany, will  do  the  work,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  volunteer  company  will  help. 

New  fire  trucks  are  several  feet 
longer  than  older  trucks,  and  many 
fire  companies  have  faced  the  situation 
that  buying  a  new  truck  requires  a  new 
building  to  house  it.  Money  for  a  new 
truck — $350,000 — was  allocated  at 
the  2008  Town  Meeting,  but  because 
there  was  no  place  to  put  the  truck,  it 
couldn't  be  purchased  last  year.  Mean- 
while, the  price  of  a  fire  truck  went  up. 
Consequently,  an  additional  $40,000 
for  the  truck  was  requested  at  the  2009 
Town  Meeting. 


TRASH,  continued  from  page  7 


At  the  March  30  meeting,  the  Board 
tentatively  voted  to  adopt  the  per-bag 
system  as  of  July  1. 

Kellogg  and  Steindler  hope  the 
new  system  will  increase  recycling. 
"While  most  Sheffield  residents  do  a 
great  job  of  recycling,  many  do  not," 
Kellogg  said.  "This  system  will  hope- 
fully encourage  increased  efforts. 
In  addition,  the  new  system  will  be 
much  fairer  since  you  will  pay  only 
for  the  trash  you  generate.  That  will 
provide  a  financial  break  for  single 


people  and  those  on  fixed  incomes." 

Bulky  waste  disposal  days,  now 
scheduled  twice  a  year,  will  also  be  more 
frequent. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  will  host  a 
number  of  information  sessions  between 
now  and  July  1  to  provide  an  oppor- 
tunity for  users  to  comment  on  the 
proposal  and  offer  suggestions.  A  final 
vote,  including  the  rates  for  the  coming 
year,  will  come  sometime  in  late  May  or 
early  June. 


"We'll  definitely  get  the  new  truck 
this  year,"  said  Rick.  It  should  arrive  about 
eight  months  after  placing  the  order. 

Down  the  road,  if  funds  can  be 
raised,  he  hopes  that  a  second  story  can 
be  added  to  the  current  structure.  The 
original  plan  included  that  extra  space 
for  offices  and  a  meeting  room. 

FARMERS  MARKET 
OPENS  MAY  22 

The  Farmers  Market  of  Sheffield  opens 
its  ninth  season  on  Fri.,  May  22,  kick- 
ing off  Memorial  Day  weekend.  The 
market  will  be  open  every  Friday,  3:30 
to  6:30pm,  until  Oct.  9. 

This  year,  the  market  will  be  back  in 
the  parking  lot  by  Old  Parish  Church 
in  the  village  center.  Patrons  of  the 
market  are  encouraged  to  park  in  the 
newly  redesigned  Town  Hall  parking 
lot,  behind  Gulotta's  Mobil  Station. 

"Parking  can  be  limited  on  Friday 
afternoons,  and  we  certainly  don't 
want  to  block  access  to  our  neighbors' 
businesses.  So  we're  asking  Farmers 
Market  shoppers  to  help  out  by  parking 
at  Town  Hall,"  says  Dominic  Palumbo, 
one  of  the  Market  founders. 

Vendors  for  the  market  are  still 
being  signed  up.  This  season  you  will 
be  able  to  find  locally  grown  and  made 
items  from  High  Country  Farm,  Lakev- 
iew  Orchard,  Simply  Valley,  Alice's 
Acres,  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery, 
Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm,  Bill's  Busy 
Bees,  John  the  Knife  Man,  Greener 
Leaves  Greenhouse,  Barking  Dogs 
Farm,  and  others. 

Anyone  interested  in  becoming  a 
vendor  can  call  Dominic  Palumbo  at 
229-3092  or  Anna  James  at  229-3096. 
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Community  News 


A  LETTER  FROM  MAINE 

The  first  incarnation  of  the  Sheffield  Times  was  spearheaded  by 
Susanna  Leigh  from  1988  to  1996,  when  she  and  her  husband, 
Tom,  moved  to  Maine.  The  Leighs  came  to  Sheffield  in  1975. 
Both  were  active  in  the  community.  Tom  served  on  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Health,  Cable  Committee  and  the  Town 
Park  Committee.  Susanna  was  a  key  figure  in  working  to  defeat 
the  demolition  debris  disposal  plant  proposed  for  Route  7  and  in 
conserving  the  Schenob  Brook. 

The  second  incarnation  of  the  Sheffield  Times  was  started  in 
2001  because  people  in  Sheffield  so  missed  a  journal  that  tracked 
events  and  news  in  our  town.  — Tlie  editors 

Greetings  to  the  many  good  people  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls. 
It  gives  us  pleasure  to  know  that  Sheffield  is  thriving,  that  the 
townspeople  serving  on  municipal  boards  and  in  various  volun- 
teer organizations  are  dedicated  to  preserving  the  town's  history, 
its  character  and  the  land  and  farms  so  intricately  entwined  with 
the  heart  of  Sheffield,  as  well  as  recognizing  and  protecting  the 
fragile  environment  that  makes  Sheffield  unique.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Susannas  stint  on  the  local  Conservation  Commission, 
neither  of  us  has  indulged  in  municipal  service  up  here. 

We  brought  our  memories  of  the  beauty  of  Sheffield  with 
us,  and  haven't  yet  gotten  our  fill  of  the  beauty  of  Maine  and  the 
wonder — truly — of  having  the  ocean  at  your  door. 

All  is  well  here  on  the  coast  of  Maine.  We  continue  to  enjoy  this 
spectacular  place  and  all  that  it  offers,  along  with  the  other  things 
we've  been  sustaining  and  amusing  ourselves  widi  since  we  arrived. 

For  Susanna,  rescuing  animals  is  her  passion.  Work- 
ing as  full-time  coordinator  (the  go-to,  do-everything  person) 
for  the  Ark  Animal  Shelter  (www.thearkpets.org),  an  adoption 
center  and  interim  home  for  unwanted  and  orphaned  pets 
with  no  other  options.  She  does  everything  but  manage  the 
shelter — grant  writing,  keeping  the  database  current,  check 
writing,  complex  graphics,  pet  photo  enhancing  for  the  website 
and  for  ads  and  being  there  for  the  board  and  shelter  manager, 
who  all  regularly  tug  at  her  sleeve  for  something  or  another.  She 
has  served  on  the  Deer  Isle  Conservation  Commission  and  as  a 
student  mentor  at  our  local  elementary  school. 

For  Tom,  designing  and  illustrating,  mostly  digitally  at  this 
point  and  still  mostly  for  children's  books,  continues  to  buy  the 
groceries.  Playing  in  a  large  and  energetic  community  steel  band 
(www.flashinthepans.org)  has  brought  music  back  into  his  life. 
His  passion  is  working  with  border  collies,  mostly  rescued — 
training  them  to  herd  and  also  instructing  other  folks  with  their 
BC's.  When  he's  not  working  his  dogs  on  local  sheep  farms, 
he  takes  them  to  sheepdog/herding  trials  around  the  North- 
east and  Canada.  When  time  allows,  tennis  is  his  relaxation. 
He  serves  as  board  president  of  the  Ark  Animal  Shelter.  He 
has  also  served  as  a  student  mentor  and  has  volunteered  as  a 
state  water-quality  monitor,  checking  on  levels  of  phytoplank- 
ton  (interesting  sea  organisms)  unhealthy  levels  of  which  can 
cause  serious  health  risks  when  humans  ingest  affected  shellfish. 

We  live  on  Little  Deer  Isle,  a  village  of  Deer  Isle,  on  beauti- 
ful Penobscot  Bay.  When  you  look  at  the  Maine  coast  on  a  map, 


Tom  and  Susanna  Leigh 

Penobscot  Bay  is  the  large  bay  about  halfway  along  the  coast — 
the  one  that  includes  Bar  Harbor  and  Mt.  Desert  Island.  Deer 
Isle  is  accessible  by  a  large  suspension  bridge  built  in  1939. 
An  art-rich,  creative  community,  Deer  Isle  also  continues  to 
maintain  one  of  the  few  true  working  waterfronts  (Stoning- 
ton)  on  the  Maine  coast — a  wonderful  combination.  We  love 
the  beauty  and  quiet — watching  the  schooners,  lobster  boats, 
osprey,  eagles,  seals  and  dolphins.  We  have  a  small  boat  that 
we  use  to  visit  many  of  the  surrounding,  mostly  uninhabited 
islands,  and  to  monitor  several  islands  (those  with  conservation 
easements)  for  the  local  island  land  trust.  And  we  both  take  a 
certain  pride  in  having  successfully  resisted  doing  a  lighthouse 
painting  (so  far). 

We  expected  more  fog  and  less  sun  living  on  the  coast  of 
Maine.  It  has  been  just  the  opposite.  Maine  is  quite  a  sunny 
place,  and  the  solar  business  does  very  well  here.  While  we  wait 
a  bit  longer  for  spring  than  we'd  like,  and  you  can  miss  it  if  you 
blink,  fall  is  glorious  and  often  stretches  well  into  November, 
with  moderate  temperatures  and  flowers  still  producing  and 
holding  blooms.  And  summers  are... sublime.  Seldom  getting 
above  the  high  70s  along  the  coast,  with  breezes  off  the  water 
most  days,  it's  not  hard  to  understand  why  so  many  people  flock 
to  Maine  in  the  summer.  Oh,  and  black  flies  (a  Maine  scourge) 
and  mosquitoes  (an  everywhere  scourge)  are  largely  absent 
along  the  coast.  We're  not  asking  why. 

Winters,  which,  no  doubt,  are  seemingly  endless  inland — as 
they  are  in  many  parts  of  New  England — are  different  on  the 
coast.  For  us,  the  moving  water,  with  its  variety  of  colors  and 
wave  patterns,  along  with  the  moving  fire  in  the  wood  stove 
(which  we  use  for  90  percent  of  our  heating),  keeps  us  from  ever 
feeling  closed  in  during  the  winter.  Snowfalls  are  typically  not  as 
significant  nor  as  long-lasting  here  as  they  are  inland.  And  the 
winter  sunsets  across  the  bay  to  the  Camden  mountains  (much 
like  the  Taconic  range  in  Sheffield)  are  pastel  glories. 

In  all  ways,  the  sea  has  a  dramatic  moderating  effect  on  the 
temperature  swing  in  both  directions.. ..warmer  in  winter  and 
cooler  in  summer. 

If  you  ever  find  yourself  in  or  heading  Downcast,  do  let  us 
know.  We'd  love  to  say  hi. 

— Tom  and  Susanna  Leigh 

Tom  and  Susanna  would  be  happy  to  hear  from  old  friends.  Tom's 
email  is  thatlldo2@gmail.com.  Susannas  is  swainscove@gmail.com. 
Ueir phone  is  207-348-6039. 


SHEFFIELD'S  VOLUNTEERS:  MARCIA  BROLU 


Marcia  Brolli  has  been  volunteering  in 
the  Berkshires  for  over  30  years.  When 
she  lived  in  Alford  and  Richmond,  she 
worked  full  time  as  a  high  school  English 
teacher  at  Mt.  Everett.  Beginning  in  the 
early  1970s,  she  volunteered  during  the 
summers  at  Recording  for  the  Blind  and 
Dyslexic,  located  in  Lenox,  and  at  the 
Berkshire  Botanical  Gardens  in  Stock- 
bridge.  She  moved  to  Sheffield  from 
Richmond  in  2000  and  when  she  retired 
from  teaching  in  2002,  she  not  only 
extended  her  commitment  to  those  two 
organizations,  she  became  involved  with 
organizations  in  her  new  community. 
She  is  currently  president  of  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  and  co-chair  of  the 
Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program. 

Marcia  feels  that  the  organizations  to 
which  she  is  committed  complement  each 
other.  She  says,  "Each  organization  has  its 
own  wonderful  persona."  At  Recording 
for  the  Blind  and  Dyslexic,  she  reads  text- 
books, from  elementary  school  math  and 
English  to  graduate  school  texts  in  law, 
computer  science  and  business,  for  three 
hours  every  Wednesday,  beginning  where 
the  previous  reader  has  left  off.  Marcia 
says  she  has  never  had  a  reading  session 
where  she  didn't  pick  up  a  new  idea. 
Some  75  percent  of  the  borrowers  these 
days  are  dyslexic  or  learning  impaired 
rather  than  blind. 

At  the  Berkshire  Botanical  Gardens, 
Marcia  works  with  a  group  called  the 
Herb  Associates.  Nineteen  volunteers 
meet  regularly  every  Tuesday  to  tend  the 
display  herb  garden,  grow  herbs  in  the  pro- 
duction garden  for  the  kitchen  and  drying 
room  and  make  herb  products  for  the  gift 
store,  including  salad  dressings,  marinades, 
mustard  and  jellies.  (She  says  this  is  the 
only  botanical  garden  in  the  country  to 
grow  and  sell  its  own  products).  From  her 
30 -year  experience  with  the  other  garden 
volunteers,  she  feels  she  has  "learned  a  lot 
about  both  herbs  and  life." 

Soon  after  moving  to  Sheffield,  Marcia 
realized  that  the  people  in  this  community 
do  a  phenomenal  amount  of  volunteering 
and  she  "wanted  to  be  part  of  the  fun."  She 
was  encouraged  by  Catherine  Miller  to 
join  the  Historical  Society.  As  a  member 
of  the  fund-raising  committee,  she  and 
Wray  Gunn  started  that  organization's 
annual  pig  roast.  She  was  elected  to  the 
board  of  trustees  six  years  ago  and  has 
been  president  for  the  past  three  years. 


She  is  amazed  by  Hisotrical  Society's 
volunteers:  "No  one  ever  says  no!"  One 
of  her  goals  for  the  Society  is  to  resume 
the  oral  history  project  that  has  been 
started  and  interrupted  twice  in  the  past. 
She  would  like  to  preserve  the  stories  of 
families  who  "have  made  the  town  what  it 
is  over  the  years." 

She  began  to  help  Sally  Cook  with  the 
Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program,  also 
known  as  the  Food  Pantry.  Today  she  co- 
chairs  the  program  with  Phyllis  Joyce.  The 
program  originated  at  Old  Parish  Church, 
where  it's  still  located.  It's  become  an 
extended  community  effort  with  participa- 
tion by  the  Girl  Scouts,  Kiwanis,  all  the 
churches  and  schools,  the  post  office  and 
the  Salisbury  and  Berkshire  Banks,  which 
are  dropoff  locations  for  donated  food. 

Marcia  proudly  recounted  some 
examples  of  how  the  community  has 
helped  with  the  program.  Students  at 
Undermountain  Elementary  School  col- 
lect food,  and  the  high  school  organization 
SADD  (Students  Against  Drunk  Driving) 
has  a  pancake  breakfast  to  raise  money 
for  food.  The  Girl  Scouts  donate  cookies 
and  this  past  year  used  money  from  their 
cookie  drive  to  buy  peanut  butter  and  jelly 
for  the  pantry.  The  Boy  Scouts  and  Cubs 
collect  bags  from  their  neighborhoods, 
more  than  700  items  every  year.  The  post 
office  carriers  have  a  twice-a-year  drive  in 
which  they  collect  food  people  have  set 
out  by  mailboxes.  Howden  and  Wolfe 
Springs  farms  sometimes  donate  eggs. 
Supermarkets  such  as  Big  Y,  Price  Chop- 
per and  Guido's  donate  day-old  bread  and 
unsold  vegetables.  The  Great  Barrington 
Bagel  Store  has  donated  bagels.  Recently 
the  Berkshire  Humane  Society  has  started 
bringing  dog  and  cat  food  to  the  pantry. 


Marcia  Brolli 

Some  20  volunteers  work  weekly  in 
five  teams  to  organize  this  food  for  the 
27  Sheffield  households  currently  being 
aided.  When  she  thinks  of  the  efforts  of 
the  many  who  together  make  the  Food 
Assistance  Program  a  success,  Marcia  says, 
"It  is  simply  miraculous."  She  hopes  to 
reach  even  more  families. 

Marcia  also  gives  time  to  the  Kiwanis, 
which  she  says  is  "dedicated  to  changing 
the  world,  one  child  and  one  commu- 
nity at  a  time."  She  is  on  its  Scholarship 
Committee  and  helps  at  some  the  club's 
activities.  As  a  member  of  Old  Parish 
Church,  she  is  part  of  the  Called-to-Care 
Committee,  which  reaches  out  to  help 
church  and  community  members  who  are 
facing  health  issues  and  other  challenges. 

Marcia  clearly  enjoys  the  diversity  of 
these  volunteer  activities.  When  asked 
how  she  came  to  be  involved  in  so  many 
ways,  she  says,  "Years  ago,  I  finally  realized 
that  happiness  is  giving.  I  like  being  part  of 
the  community  in  this  way.  The  people  I 
work  with  in  these  different  groups  are  all 
giving  people."         — Ellen  Rowntree 
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Community  News 


FLINN  HONORED  AS  'UNSUNG  HEROINE' 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women 
has  announced  its  sixth  annual  Unsung 
Heroines  of  Massachusetts.  Of  the  100 
women  chosen  for  2009,  six  are  from  the 
Berkshires.  One  of  them  is  Inez  Flinn, 
aged  86,  from  Sheffield. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women  is  an  independent 
state  agency  created  in  1998  to  provide 
a  permanent,  effective  voice  for  women 
across  the  commonwealth.  It  reports  on 
the  status  of  women  in  the  state,  advises 
on  proposed  legislation,  studies  issues 
pertaining  to  women  and  recommends  qualified  women  for 
positions  at  all  levels  of  government. 

In  its  letter  to  Inez,  the  Commission  wrote:  "The  MCSW 
nomination  review  committee  selected  you  because  you  are  the 
woman  in  your  community  who  quietly  without  fanfare  or  recog 
nition,  uses  your  time,  talent,  spirit  and  enthusiasm  to  enrich  the 
lives  of  others." 

Inez  was  nominated  without  her  knowledge  by  Gillian 
Shallcross  of  Sheffield.  Gillian  first  met  Inez  two  years  ago 


Inez 
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KEVIN  JOYCE  PAINTING  CONTRACTOR 

Powerwashing  •  Wall  Papering 
Interior/Exterior 


177  County  Rd.  J^_25  413-229-2946 

Sheffield,  MA  01257  kjoycepaint@verizon.net 


when  Inez  joined  Knitting  Together, 
an  ecumenical  group  started  by  Gil- 
lian and  Judy  Magenis  to  knit  prayer 
shawls  "for  those  in  need  of  solace  and 
comfort."  Talking  with  her  at  the  twice 
per  month  meetings  at  Christ  Church 
(which  Inez  never  misses),  Gillian 
learned  about  the  many  ways  in  which 
Inez  has  contributed  to  the  town.  She 
says, "When  I  saw  an  article  in  the 
Eagle  about  the  MCSW  competition, 
Inez  just  popped  into  my  head  as  the 
obvious  person!" 

In  her  written  nomination,  Gillian 
described  Sheffield  as  a  town  where  many  people  give  of  their 
time.  But,  she  said,  "no  one  gives  like  Inez  and  none  is  loved  as 
much. . .  She  is  a  role  model  for  us  all  and  a  wonderful  friend." 

Inez  has  volunteered  most  of  her  life,  even  while  working  full- 
time  at  the  telephone  company.  At  present,  in  addition  to  knitting 
prayer  shawls  (now  averaging  two  per  week),  she  contributes  her 
time  to  several  other  community  organizations.  She  volunteers 
for  the  Sheffield  Library  one  day  per  week,  helping  to  process 
books  and  assisting  at  special  events  such  as  the  annual  Local 
Authors'  Day.  At  the  Senior  Center  she  answers  the  phone  when 
needed,  recruits  high  school  students  to  work  at  luncheons,  for 
which  she  also  makes  food,  and  helps  with  the  mailing  of  news- 
letters. She  also  folds,  seals,  stamps  and  affixes  labels  to  mailings 
for  the  Historical  Society  and  the  Sheffield  Times.  At  Bartho- 
lomew's Cobble  she  greets  and  signs  in  visitors  when  asked,  and 
she  is  on  the  Colonel  Ashley's  House  Committee,  which  oversees 
the  preservation  of  the  house  and  plans  events.  She  is  currently 
vice  president  of  the  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center.  Until  recently, 
she  was  secretary  of  the  local  A  ARP. 

On  May  13  Inez  will  travel  to  the  statehouse  in  Boston 
with  Gillian  and  Judy  for  the  2009  Unsung  Heroines  Cer- 
emony at  the  Massachusetts  State  House.  About  winning 
the  award,  she  says, "I  couldn't  believe  it — there  are  so  many 
volunteers  in  Sheffield!"  — Ellen  Rowntree 
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TOWN  MEETING  PASSES  SCHOOL  COMPROMISE 


Sheffield's  annual  Town  Meeting 
voted  for  the  school  funding  compro- 
mise proposed  by  the  now-elected 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  School  Committee.  The  article 
approved  at  the  May  4  meeting  would 
use  both  the  "alternative"  and  "statu- 
tory" methods  to  figure  each  town's 
contribution,  50/50  in  Fiscal  Year 
2010  (which  starts  June  1,  2009)  and 
25/75  in  FY  2011.  For  this  compro- 
mise to  take  effect,  all  five  towns  must 
approve  it  at  their  town  meetings. 

Until  2007,  the  costs  were  divided 
according  to  the  alternative  method, 
based  mostly  on  the  number  of  stu- 
dents. Following  the  recommendation 
of  Sheffield's  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
Finance  Committee,  Sheffield's  voters 
that  year  elected  to  shift  to  the  statu- 
tory method,  a  Massachusetts  Dept. 
of  Education  formula  that  takes  into 
account  a  town's  relative  ability  to  pay. 
Since  Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey 
and  New  Marlborough  are  relatively 
wealthier  than  Sheffield,  the  switch 
saved  Sheffield  more  than  $300,000. 

Sheffield's  share  of  the  $13,203,459 
operating  budget  under  the  compro- 
mise plan  would  be  $5.45  million 
and  requires  passage  of  a  Proposition 


2/4  override  vote  in  the  amount  of 
$177,000.  The  vote  on  the  override 
takes  place  on  Mon.,  May  11,  from 
9am  to  7pm  at  Town  Hall. 

Most  of  the  other  articles  on 
the  warrant  passed.  The  town  thus 
approved  money  for  a  new  brush 
chipper  and  a  new  police  cruiser  and 
$40,000  in  addition  to  the  $350,000 
approved  at  last  year's  meeting  for  a 
new  fire  truck. 

The  meeting  approved  $50,000  to 
start  work  on  relocating  the  highway 
garage,  along  with  $10,000  to  purchase 
computers  and  software. 

A  new  Commission  on  Disabilities 
was  approved.  The  commission  would 
have  five  to  nine  members  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Sheffield's  School  Committee 
members  asked  the  meeting  not  to  pass 
Articles  3  and  6,  and  those  articles  were 
not  passed.  Article  3  provided  an  $800 
annual  stipend — $200  apiece —  for 
Sheffield's  four  School  Committee  mem- 
bers. The  members  wanted  to  decline 
this  remuneration  in  favor  of  the  budget 
compromise  plan.  Article  6  would  have 
approved  the  amount  required  under 
the  alternative  method  of  financing  the 
school  operating  budget. 
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Sheffield  Tree  Project  on  Arbor  Day. 

Above,  in  the  branches  between  Old  Parish 
Church  and  the  Old  Stone  Store:  Wil 
Conklin,  Jason  Cross,  Sarah  Edwards, 
Cord  Kenyon,  Tom  Ingersoll  of  the  Tree 
Project,  Cole  Morrison,  Jedediah  Shields 
and  Caleb  Turner.  Below,  Conklin  posi- 
tions the  sign  for  the  April  25  celebration. 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  brings 
thousands  of  dollars  of  added  value  to 
Sheffield's  "community  forest"  with  in- 
kind  donations  of  skilled  labor,  volunteer 
hours  and  other  materials.  The  group 
relies  on  community  support  to  keep 
going.  Contributions  are  tax-deductible. 
For  further  information,  visit 
www.sheffieldtreeproject.org. 


Planning  the  coming  Ag  Fair  and  more.  Agricultural  biology  teacher  and  FFA 
advistor  Cassie  Uricchio  speaks  at  a  meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Education  Advisory 
Committee — teachers,  FFA  student  officers  and  farmers  from  the  community — 
at  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  April  14.  The  meeting  discussed  the 
FFA  barn,  the  school  garden,  the  Environthon  team,  and  the  school's  Agricultural 
Fair  on  Thurs.,  June  11,  among  other  things. 
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Community  News 


FOLK  MUSIC  AT  DEWEY  HALL 


On  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month, 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  the  green 
in  Sheffield,  is  home  to  the  sweet  and 
soulful  sounds  of  a  variety  of  folk 
music.  This  performance  hall  is  a 
beautiful,  intimate  setting  with  supe- 
rior acoustics  and  exceptional  local, 

NEW  YOUTH  THEATRE 
COMPANY 

Robert  W.  Law,  the  former  director 
of  the  Performing  Arts  Dept.  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  and  the  co-founder,  along 
with  Charles  J.  Coughlin,  of  Encore 
Youth  Theatre  Company  has  joined  in 
a  partnership  with  Kristine  Water- 
man, to  launch  the  Applause  Youth 
Theatre  Company. 

Applause  will  begin  its  first  season 
this  summer  with  a  comprehensive 
six-week  theatre  program  for  all  area 
children  in  grades  3-9.The  program 
will  take  place  at  the  auditorium  at 
Monument  Mt_  High  School  in  Great 
Barrington.The  program  will  run 
from  Mon.Jun.  29,  through  Sun., Aug. 
9,  as  one  six-week  or  two  three- 
week  programs. The  six-week  pro- 
gram will  culminate  in  a  production 
of  Fiddler  On  the  Roof,  which  will  be 
performed  for  the  public  beginning 
onThurs.,Aug.  6. 

Tuition  for  six  weeks  is  $600 
($300  for  three  weeks).  Enrollment 
will  be  limited  to  30  students.  For 
more  information,  call  Bob  Law  at 
229-2765  or  e-mail  rwl296(Q)aol.com. 


national,  and  international  musicians. 
The  series  has  featured  the  likes  of 
Bernice  Lewis,  Bobby  Sweet,  The  Joint 
Chiefs  and  Mitzi  Pillow.  The  lights 
are  dimmed,  checkered  tablecloths 
and  candles  adorn  the  tables,  and  light 
refreshments  are  available. 

For  July  and  August,  while  Dewey 
Hall  hosts  art  shows,  the  Folk  Series 
moves  to  the  Old  Parish  Church  just 
down  the  green. 

Here  are  upcoming  shows: 

June  6  at  8pm:  folk  musician/singer- 
songwriter  Adam  Michael  Rothburg. 

July  11  at  8pm  (at  Old  Parish):  singer- 
songwriter,  Bruce  Mandel  performs 
contemporary  folk,  folk-rock,  bluegrass, 
and  Americana  music. 

Aug.  2  at  (at  Old  Parish):  the  North 
Shire  String  Band  performs  with  their 
four  bluegrass/folk  musicians  "pickin  and 
grinnin'"  on  their  guitar,  banjo,  mandolin, 
and  bass. 

Sept.  12  at  8pm:  Yankee  Notions 


ASHLEY  FALLS  NEWS 

Tag  sale.  The  Ashley  Falls  Village 
Improvement  Society  is  sponsoring  its 
biannual  village-wide  tag  sale  in  mid- 
June. The  exact  date  will  be  posted  on 
the  Sheffield  town  website,  www.shef- 
fieldma.gov.  Look  for  ads  and  posters 
as  the  date  nears. 

Community  oven.  There  has 
been  some  discussion  of  building  a 
"community  oven" — a  stone  oven 
built  to  bake  bread  and  pizza — on  the 
Ashley  Falls  green.  As  is  often  the 
case  in  European  villages,  the  oven 
would  be  available  to  all  in  the  town. 
To  make  this  happen,  we  need  deep 
and  widespread  interest  throughout 
the  village. Anyone  with  such  an  inter- 
est, please  contact  Pamela  Blood- 
worth  at  229-3530. 


performers  Jim  Douglas  and  Tim  Van 
Egmond,  accomplished  singers,  storytell- 
ers and  folk  musicians  playing  guitar, 
hammered  dulcimer,  English  concertina, 
pennywhistle,  Appalachian  dulcimer. 

For  more  information  about  the  Folk 
Music  series,  see  www.deweyhall.com  or 
look  for  the  posting  on  Facebook. 


FINISHING  TOUCHES  FOR  PARKING  AREA 


Work  on  the  redesigned  parking  area 
by  Town  Hall  is  almost  done.  Late  last 
fall,  the  trees  were  planted,  including 
an  elm,  the  town  tree,  along  with  many 
shrubs.  The  stone  wall  was  completed, 
with  a  passage  to  the  Historical  Society's 
grounds  next  door.  Curbing  and  paving 
was  laid.  The  walkways  and  patio  area 
that  contain  the  stones  engraved  with 
the  names  of  individuals,  businesses  and 
organizations  were  installed. 


Soon,  two  benches  will  join  the 
bicycle  rack  already  installed  and  portable 
toilet  put  in  place,  open  May  to  October. 
That  will  bring  the  project  to  completion. 

An  opportunity  still  exists  to  have  a 
large  or  small  stone  engraved  with  the 
name  of  a  person  or  organization  you 
wish  to  honor.  Forms  with  the  particulars 
are  available  in  the  entryway  of  Town 
Hall.  For  more  details,  contact  Catherine 
Miller  at  229-8668. 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 
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CHURCH  NEWS 


OLD  PARISH 

Inclusion  statement.  After  five  years  of  study  and  discussion 
the  First  Congregational  (Old  Parish)  Church,  a  congregation 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  determined  it  was  necessary  to 
clarify  the  role  of  its  pastor  in  relation  to  performing  the  rites  and 
sacraments  of  the  church,  including  baptism,  communion  and 
marriage.  To  that  end  it  held  a  special  congregational  meeting 
March  29  and  approved  an  amendment  to  its  constitution  that 
states  "It  shall  be  the  right  and  responsibility  of  the  minister  to 
perform  the  usual  duties  and  functions  of  minister  and  teacher  of 
this  church,  including  its  rites  and  sacraments,  without  regard  to 
race,  disability,  ethnicity  or  sexual  orientation."  This  action  affirms 
Old  Parish's  desire  to  be  open  to  all  people. 

The  Rev,  Jill  Graham,  the  church's  27th  pastor  in  its  274- 
year  history,  began  her  ministry  in  Sheffield  in  2007. 

FOOD  PROGRAM 

Easter  dinner  was  donated  this  year  for  the  first  time.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  combined  Sunday  school  of  Old  Parish  church  and 
Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran  held  a  bake  sale 
on  the  steps  of  the  Sheffield  post  office  in  early  April  and  with 
the  proceeds  bought  Easter  dinner  for  all  the  households  in  the 


FIREWOOD  FOR  SALE! 
EARLY  BIRD  SPECIAL! 


Take  delivery  before 

September  1  and  SAVE! 

Cut  and  split— $180  per  cord 

Log  truck  load— $650 


CALL 


R.J.  Beham  Forest  Products 


229-2182 


FOOD  PROGRAM  FOR  PETS.TOO 

For  those  who  need  but  can't  afford  food  for  their  pets,  Pet 
Partners  of  theTri-State  Berkshires  offers  a  free  supply  of 
dry  or  wet  food  for  dogs  and  cats.  Call  Bette  at  229-8579 
or  Faith  at  508-;78 1  -0362.  Donations  are  welcome. 


food  program.  Thank  you,  everyone,  for  giving  so  generously  at 
the  bake  sale.  Your  generosity  exceeded  all  expectations. 

Again  this  year,  the  staff  and  students  at  Berkshire  School 
delivered  boxes  of  food  as  part  of  the  school's  Gracious  Living 
Day  in  April.  Especially  welcome  this  year  were  the  large  boxes 
of  cereal  and  peanut  butter.  It  didn't  take  long  for  the  students 
and  Bill  Gulotta  to  unpack  and  shelve  all  the  food  they  brought. 

For  the  second  year,  the  exercisers  at  the  Curves  branch  in 
Canaan,  CT,  donated  several  boxes  of  non-perishables. 

The  food  program  continues  to  be  grateful  to  the  collection 
locations  in  the  local  churches  and  the  two  banks  in  Sheffield 
Center,  to  the  schools  for  the  ongoing  collections  there,  and  to  all 
who  drop  off  food  and  other  non-perishables.  Our  current  wish 
list:  paper  goods,  toothpaste  and  toothbrushes,  toiletries,  pasta 
sauce,  relishes  and  mustards,  and  produce  from  your  gardens. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEYFALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd. 
229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages 
3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M. 
Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  229-2712.  Sunday: 
9am  Service.  Betty  LeGeyt,  Pastor 


NORTH  EGREMONT 


North  Egremont  Baptist,  Egremont  Plain  Rd.  (Rt.  71)  528-6066.  Sunday:  10am 
Worship;  Monday:  6pm  Bible  Study.  Rev.  Stephen  Vannah,  Pastor 


GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist),  North  St.  5284197.  Friday, 
8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 
weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat 
Service.  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher, 
Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  S.  Berkshire.  Meets  at  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  198  Main  St.  528-4850;  home  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm  service.  Rev. 
KathyDuhon 


SHEFFIELD 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,  180  Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday: 
8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday:  10am 
Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The 
public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational),  125  Main  St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship, 
Sunday  School,  10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave.  229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm 
Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Father 
Henry  Kowalczyk 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N.  Main  St  528-2911, 
www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday:  10:45am  Morning  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School 
for  all  ages.  Wednesdays:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor:  Corey  McLaughlin 
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Library  News 


WHAT'S  HAPPENING  AT  THE  LIBRARY 


THE  E.USHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 
Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  10-5;  Fri.  1 0-8;  Sat.  10-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


New  staff.  The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  welcomes  three 
new  staff  members:  Brece  Honeycutt,  Mary  Rembold  and 
Molly  Goodchild.  Come  say  hello,  they  are  ready  to  assist. 

Knitting.  Molly  is  also  a  member  of  the  Wednesday 
evening  knitting  circle.  She  says,  "As  fun  as  it  is  to  knit, 
it  is  even  more  fun  to  sit  and  knit  with  a  bunch  of  people 
who  love  to  knit  as  much  as  you  do.  We  have  a  wide  range 
of  knitters.  We  welcome  new  knitters.  We'll  help  anyone 
with  a  knitting  question." 

Garden  donations.  Anybody  out  there  with  extra 
hostas?  The  library  welcomes  donations  of  shade-loving 
plants  for  landscaping  around  the  building. 

Path  to  The  Marketplace.  There's  a  new  foot-friendly 
woodchip  pathway  between  the  library  and  The  Market- 
place parking  lots.  Thanks  to  Tom  Ingersoll  for  the  load 
of  chips,  thanks  to  Danjimerson  for  the  lemonade  and 
brownies,  and  especial  thanks  to  the  six  rake-wielding 
volunteers  from  the  Berkshire  School.  We  couldn't  have 
done  it  without  you. 

Pruning  workshops.  On  March  21,  Tom  Ingersoll  con- 
ducted a  well-attended  workshop  on  pruning  on  the  library 
grounds.  Attendees  learned  about  the  growth  habits  of  shade 
and  ornamental  trees  and  were  able  to  apply  the  principles  of 


pruning  in  a  hands-on  class  that  benefited  the  library  as  well. 
Another  workshop  has  been  scheduled  for  May  16  at  10am. 
Come  and  learn!  Tom  is  a  Massachusetts  Certified  Arborist, 
ISA  Certified  Arborist  and  principal  of  Webster  Ingersoll. 


Tom  Ingersoll  (third  from  left)  and  the  March  pruning 
class:  Fred  Gordon,  Kathie  Dean,  Kathy  Ness,  Bill  Connell, 
KristinCherin,  Dorothy  Weaver  and  Tiziana  Hardy. 
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Fridays 

3:30  to  6:30 

at  Old  Parish  Church 
heginningMay  22 


Fresh  fruit  03  Veggies 

Meats  03  Eggs 

Dairy  c->4  Soup  C^  Honey   JM 

Plants  C#  Cut  flowers 

and  more.... 

Please  park  in  the  \ 

Town  Hall  Parking  Lot! 

A  PROUD  MEMBER  OF  BERKSHIRE  GROWN 
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PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41  3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 


AUTOHUm 


Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbndge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


Village  Green 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

Nonprofit  status  for  Friends*  The 

Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center 
is  now  officially  a  501(c)(3)  nonprofit 
organization.  This  status  allows  dona- 
tions to  the  Friends  be  tax-deductible, 
which  will  improve  the  organization's 
fund-raising  ability.  That  in  turn 
will  help  support  for  a  Senior  Cen- 
ter building  and  Council  on  Aging 
programs. 

Cafe  society.  The  Outdoor  Cafe 
will  resume  with  the  warmer  weather. 
Free  coffee,  conversation  and  town 
news  will  be  available  Monday  and 
Friday  mornings  under  the  porte 
cochere  at  the  front  of  Dewey  Hall. 

The  continuing  quest.  The  Shef- 
field Senior  Center  Building  Commit- 
tee is  still  reviewing  options  after  the 
disappointment  of  not  receiving  the 
state  grant  for  building  a  new  center 
behind  the  American  Legion  Hall  on 
Route  7. 

Funding  for  the  coming  year. 


As  of  this  writing,  State  and  Town 
support  for  the  Council  on  Aging  for 
Fiscal  Year  2010  (which  begins  June 
1)  will  be  the  same  as  FY  2009.  There 
will  be  no  increase  in  professional 
staffing.  This  remains  a  disappoint- 
ment and  limits  any  increase  in  pro- 
gramming, outreach,  information,  and 
referrals.  Hopefully  the  newly  formed 
Friends  organization  can  help  in  some 
of  these  areas.  You  are  welcome  to  join 
them!  They  could  use  your  time  and/ 
or  money! 

Outings.  Three  summer  outings 
are  planned.  Call  the  office  for  details 
at  229-7022. 

On  Fri.,  June  26,  we'll  take  a  trip  to 
the  Newport  Flower  Show  by  coach. 
Only  47  seats  are  available.  Your  $55 
reservation  is  due  soon! 

On  Thurs.,  July  16,  we'll  go  to 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt's  home  at 
Hyde  Park.  $35. 

On  Thurs.,  Aug.  13,  we  plan  a  trip 


to  the  Mac-Haydn  Theatre  in  Chatham, 
NY,  to  see  "Crazy  for  You."  $35. 

May  movies.  In  May,  Lawn  Chair 
Movie  Tuesdays  will  be  a  collection  of 
musicals!  Enjoy  free  popcorn  at  11:30. 
On  May  5,  "Sound  of  Music."  On 
May  12,  "Cadillac  Records."  On  May 
19,  "Oklahoma!"  On  May  26,  "South 
Pacific." 

On  Thurs.,  June  18,  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center  picnic  is  planned  at 
Town  Park.  All  folks  are  invited  to 
bring  a  dish  and  a  friend.  Hot  dogs, 
burgers  and  sodas  will  be  provided. 
This  year  there  will  be  a  demonstra- 
tion by  potter,  Rick  Hamelin,  funded 
by  the  Sheffield  Cultural  Council 
preceding  the  lunch.  The  demonstra- 
tion begins  at  10am. 

You  can  stay  up  to  date  by  checking 
the  monthly  Sheffield  Senior  Crier.  It's 
posted  on  the  Sheffield  town  website: 
www.sheffieldma.gov. 

— John-Arthur  Miller 


In  Victorian  times,  flowers 
were  used  to  communicate 
an  incredible  variety  of 
sentiments,  especially 
between  couples.  in  kee 
with  this  tradition,  this  n 
Garden  Wedding  birdbath 
designed  with  to  symboliz 
the  sentiments  of  ma 
roses  for  love,  laven 
for  devotion,  ivy  for 

FRIENDSHIP,    FERN    FOR   SINCE 
DAISIES    FOR   KINDNESS,   AND 
ROSEMARY   FOR   REMEMBRANCER 


Art  Pottery 

for  the  home, 

for  the  garden, 

for  the  table... 

Summer  Sale. 


EACH    LIGHTLY   HAND-TINTED 
A   HAND-RUBBED   FINISH.  k^~* 

Special  Sale! 


■;v 


M 


Visit  us  in  person  at 

Sheffield  Pottery 

Rt.  7  Sheffield  MA 

Open  7  days 

888.774-2529 


Shop  Online  Anytime  at 


www. 


American  Made  Pottery 


COM 


II 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  16. 

Check  schedule  for  times. . 


2/2 — Dominic  Palumbo  was  present  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  Farmers'  Market 
for  the  upcoming  season.  [See  story  on 
page  3.]  Chairman  Julie  Hannum  read 
a  letter  signed  by  several  businesses  in 
the  Village  Green  voicing  their  concerns 
with  the  Farmers'  Market  returning  to 
the  church  property.  The  concerns  are 
congestion,  parking,  restrooms  and  trash. 
Palumbo  stated  that  the  purpose  of 
holding  the  market  in  the  center  of  town 
was  to  stimulate  business,  and  he  would 
like  to  talk  with  the  businesses  to  find 
ways  to  work  together.  Discussion  ensued 
regarding  the  location  for  the  market 
and  advantages  and  disadvantages  with 
last  year's  location  just  up  Route  7  at  the 
Massini  lot.  Palumbo  will  discuss  this 
meeting  with  the  members  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Market,  and  Town  Administrator  Joe 
Kellogg  will  schedule  a  meeting  with  the 
Board,  members  of  the  Farmers'  Market 
and  business  owners. 

The  Board  voted  unanimously  to 
approve  the  following  appointments: 
Peter  R.  Cherneff  as  associate  member  of 
the  Planning  Board  for  a  term  to  expire 
June  30,  2010;  Scott  Smith  to  the  Board 
of  Health  for  a  term  to  expire  June  30, 
2011;  Michael  Citrin  to  the  Housing 
Commission  for  a  term  to  expire  on 
June  30,  2011. 

Howard  Chezar  has  requested 
appointment  to  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission. Action  on  this  appointment  will 
take  place  at  the  next  meeting  on  Feb.  17. 

The  Board  voted  to  adopt  the  state's 
Criminal  Offender  Record  Information 
policy  as  submitted,  pending  approval  of 
Town  Counsel. 

The  Board  voted  to  approve  three 
one-day  alcohol  licenses  for  Berkshire 
School's  annual  Alumni  Weekend  on 
June  11,12  and  13.  The  insurance  certifi- 
cate has  been  received. 

Selectman  David  Macy  and  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  recognized  the  Highway 
Dept.  for  the  great  job  they  did  during 
the  recent  storms. 

Chairman  Hannum  stated  that  a  meet- 
ing was  held  earlier  this  evening  to  review 
the  plans  for  canoe  access  at  the  Covered 
Bridge  property.  Additional  funding  is 


available  for  wedand  and  habitat  improve- 
ments along  the  Housatonic  River. 

The  Planning  Board  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  will  meet  on  Feb.  12  to  discuss 
implementation  of  the  Master  Plan. 
Members  of  the  Implementation  Advi- 
sory Committee  will  be  invited  to  attend. 

Chairman  Hannum  attended  the 
Berkshire  School  Skating  Rink  dedica- 
tion. It  was  a  successful  event.  She  also 
attended  the  Massachusetts  Municipal 
Conference;  discussion  ensued  regarding 
workshops  and  meetings. 

The  Finance  Committee  will  meet  to 
begin  budget  reviews  on  Feb.  11.  Discus- 
sion ensued  regarding  FY10  budgets. 
Dept.  of  Education  grant  awards  for 
regional  school  district  planning  studies 
should  be  announced  this  week. 

The  four- day  work- week  experiment 
was  discussed.  Administrator  Kellogg 
said  that  the  saving  on  fuel  oil  costs  from 
Dec.  15  to  Jan.15  was  $668.  The  decision 
on  whether  or  not  to  continue  with  the 
four-day  work-week  will  be  made  at  the 
next  meeting. 

2/17 — At  a  working  meeting,  Village 
Green  merchants  and  representatives  of 
the  Farmers'  Market  met  to  work  out  the 
issues  discussed  at  the  previous  meeting. 

One  issue  is  restrooms.  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  said  that  there  would  be  a 
port-a-let  in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot 
again  this  summer  for  public  use.  The 
merchants  at  the  Farmers'  Market  have 
access  to  the  restrooms  in  the  Church, 
but  not  the  public. 

Another  issue  is  trash.  The  members 
of  the  Farmers  Market  stated  that  addi- 
tional receptacles  could  be  set  out. 

Gretta  Willig,  owner  of  Gretta's 
Market,  said  that  parking  is  the  main 
issue.  On  Friday  afternoon  shoppers  at 
the  Farmers'  Market  park  in  the  Village 
Green,  and  it  does  not  leave  any  spaces 
open  for  the  customers  of  the  other 
merchants.  Discussion  ensued  regard- 
ing a  solution  to  the  parking  problem. 
Members  of  the  Farmers'  Market  said 
they  will  install  signs  directing  parking 
for  the  market  to  the  Town  Hall  lot.  They 
offered  to  hand  out  fliers  to  patrons  ask- 


ing them  to  park  there.  It  was  agreed  that 
a  representative  from  each  group  would 
meet  to  see  how  the  conflicts  could  be 
resolved.  Administrator  Kellogg  will  act 
as  a  facilitator  for  the  meeting,  which  will 
be  held  on  Feb.  27.  Dominic  Palumbo 
will  work  with  Willig  to  develop  mar- 
keting strategies  that  the  Village  Green 
merchants  could  use  to  enhance  their 
business  during  the  Farmers'  Market. 

In  the  regular  meeting,  Chairman 
Hannum  opened  a  public  hearing  to  hear 
a  petition  from  Verizon  to  install  a  utility 
pole  on  Boardman  St.  The  Board  unani- 
mously agreed  to  grant  the  petition. 

Administrator  Kellogg  and  Recycling 
Coordinator  David  Steindler  explained 
a  proposed  pay-as-you-throw  system  for 
trash  disposal.  [See  story  on  page  1.] 

The  current  disposal  system,  imple- 
mented this  year,  required  only  those 
residents  using  the  station  to  purchase 
a  sticker.  As  a  consequence,  500  fewer 
stickers  were  purchased.  But  the  amount 
of  trash  stayed  the  same.  The  Board  has 
two  options  for  next  year:  increase  the 
cost  of  a  sticker  by  a  substantial  amount 
or  change  to  a  system  that  charges  per  bag. 
Such  a  system  would  require  purchase 
of  a  sticker  to  cover  fixed  and  recycling 
costs  and  then  an  additional  amount  per 
bag.  Administrator  Kellogg  and  David 
Steindler  both  recommend  adoption  of 
this  kind  of  system.  The  Board  will  review 
the  documents  submitted  and  discuss  the 
issue  at  their  next  meeting. 

Steindler  also  explained  the  Hazard- 
ous Waste  Program,  which  allows  resi- 
dents to  dispose  of  hazardous  materials  at 
various  collection  points  at  various  times 
during  the  year  and  recommended  that 
the  Town  continue  with  the  program  for 
next  year.  The  cost  estimate  for  Fiscal  Year 
2010  is  $2,769.  The  Board  unanimously 
agreed  to  continue  with  the  program  and 
to  send  a  letter  of  intent  to  participate. 

Administrator  Kellogg;  has  been  asked 
to  participate  in  the  collective  bargaining 
negotiations  for  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  as  provided  by 
Education  Reform  legislation.  His  sister 
is  a  member  of  the  para-professionals 
union  in  the  District.  He  has  contacted 
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the  Ethics  Commission,  which  suggested 
that  a  vote  be  taken  by  his  appointing 
authority  allowing  him  to  participate  in 
the  negotiations  with  the  exception  of  the 
para-professional  group  and  to  determine 
that  his  interest  is  not  so  substantial  as 
to  be  deemed  likely  to  affect  the  integ- 
rity of  the  service  provided.  The  Board 
unanimously  agreed  that  Administrator 
Kellogg's  interest  is 
not  likely  to  affect  the 
integrity  of  his  services 
and  to  authorize 
him  to  participate  in 
negotiations,  with  the 
exception  of  the  para- 
professionals. 

The  Board  voted  to 
approve  the  follow- 


ing appointments: 
Howard  Chezar  to 
the  Conservation 
Commission  for  a 
term  to  expire  on  June 
30,  2012;  Marilyn 
Wightman  to  the 
Housing  Commission 
for  a  term  to  expire  on 
June  30,  20 12;  John 
Wheeler  as  a  proba- 
tionary member  of  the 
Sheffield  Fire  Dept. 

New  trench  regula- 
tions will  become 
effective  Mar.  1.  The 
Board  unanimously  agreed  to  appoint 
Highway  Superintendent  Edward  Lord 
or  his  designee  as  the  permit  author- 
ity for  trench  regulations  and  to  set  the 
permit  fee  at  $10. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  the 
total  saving  in  heating  oil  costs  for  the 
Town  Hall  for  the  past  two  months  was 
$1,060.  The  four-day  work  week  contrib- 
uted to  the  savings.  Discussion  ensued 


MOSQUITO  CONTROL 
AVAILABLE 

Sheffield  participates  in  the  Berk- 
shire County  Mosquito  Control 
Program.  Residents  can  call  Berk- 
shire County  Mosquito  Control 
to  have  properties  sprayed  with  a 
synthetic  pyrethroid  called  Anvil 
1 0+ 1 0.The  chemical,  used  in 
"ultra  low  volume"  applications, 
has  long  been  used  to  control 
adult  mosquitos.The  program  is  in 
operation  June  I  through  Sept.  1 5, 
4  to  8am,  Monday  to  Friday. To  find 
out  about  application  schedules, 
request  spraying  or  to  get  further 
information,  call  4 1 3-447-9808. 

Town  seeks  your  input.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  is  seeking 
comments  from  resident  regarding 
the  spraying  program.The  Board 
can  be  reached  at  229-7000,  ext 
1 52,  or  through  the  Town  website 
at  sheffieldma.gov. 


regarding  the  experiment  with  the  four- 
day  week.  Based  on  employee  comments, 
the  Board  unanimously  decided  to  return 
to  a  five-day  work  week,  effective  Feb.  23. 
It  was  noted  that  this  idea  may  have  to 
be  revisited  should  economic  conditions 
warrant  it. 

State  Senator  Benjamin  Downing  and 
State  Representative  William  "S mi tty" 
Pignatelli  responded 
to  the  letter  sent  by 
the  Board  regarding 
the  proposed  state 
gas  tax.  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  said  that 
he  has  talked  with 
Pignatelli  regarding 
exempting  munici- 
palities from  this  tax, 
and  Pignatelli  has 
filed  legislation  to 
accomplish  this. 

Informational 
meetings  are  being 
held  around  the 
region  to  discuss 
improving  the  effi- 
ciency of  bus  service. 
The  Berkshire 
Regional  Transpor- 
tation Authority  is 
studying  the  idea  of 
using  shuttle  buses 
to  transport  pas- 
sengers to  a  larger 
bus,  which  will  run  between  North  and 
South  County. 

The  Dept.  of  Telecommunication  and 
Cable  is  investigating  the  quality  of  Veri- 
zon phone  service  and  is  accepting  public 
comment  until  the  end  of  February. 
Animal  Control  Officer  Richard 
Boardman  is  having  some  health  issues, 
and  Martin  Clark  has  agreed  to  fill  in 
until  he  returns.  The  Board  unanimously 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 

agreed  to  appoint  Martin  Clark  as 
Interim  Dog  Officer. 

3/9 — The  Board  agreed  to  accept  a 
letter  of  resignation  from  Police  Officer 
Timothy  Ullrich  and  to  send  him  a  letter 
of  thanks  for  his  service.  [He  is  now  a 
police  officer  in  Great  Barrington.]  The 
Board  unanimously  agreed  to  appoint 
Eric  Munson  of  Tolland  as  a  Reserve 
Intermittent  Police  Officer. 

The  Board  agreed  to  grant  a  lodging 
house  and  common  victualler  license  to 
Leslie  Sylvan  for  a  property  at  175  Main  St. 

Pine  Island  Farm's  application  last 
year  to  the  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 
for  a  grant  to  construct  an  anaerobic 
digester  was  not  successful  due  to  there 
being  insufficient  funds  available.  The 
application  is  being  resubmitted  and 
an  additional  grant  application  is  being 
submitted  to  the  Massachusetts  Dept.  of 
Agriculture.  The  Aragis,  owners  of  Pine 
Island  Farm,  have  requested  letters  of 
support.  The  Board  unanimously  agreed 
to  send  letters. 

The  Trustees  of  Reservations  have 
requested  a  letter  of  support  for  their 
grant  application  to  the  Massachusetts 
Environmental  Trust  for  funding  to 
help  alleviate  erosion  problems  along 
Weatogue  Rd.  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble. 
They  have  also  asked  if  the  Highway 
Dept.  could  assist  in  implementing 
whatever  design  solution  is  devised.  The 
Board  unanimously  agreed  to  send  such 
a  letter. 

The  Board  agreed  to  meet  on  Apr.  15 
to  set  a  date  for  signing  the  final  warrant 
for  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Continued  on  page  14 
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Realtors  &  Developers 

Mary  Alice  Welch 

Broker  Associate 

office  413-229-0330   fax  413-229-0399 
residence  413-229-7776 

P.O.  Box  909, 81  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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It  was  agreed  to  postpone  consid- 
eration of  discussions  about  the  pay- 
as -you-throw  proposal  and  the  request 
from  Rene  Wood  to  start  a  volunteer 
opportunities  web  page  as  Board  mem- 
bers needed  to  attend  Board  of  Health 
and  Conservation  Commission  meetings 
scheduled  for  7pm. 

3/23 — The  Board  agreed  to  appoint  Eric 
Munson  and  Jacob  Gonska  as  full-time 
police  officers  effective  Mar.  24  to  June 
30,  2009. 

3/30 — Chairman  Hannum  discussed  the 
recent  meeting  she  attended  regarding 
the  assessment  method  for  the  school 
district.  [Until  2007,  the  five  towns  in  the 
district  split  the  operating  budget  via  the 
"alternative  method,"  which  divided  costs 
based  mostly  on  the  number  of  students. 
In  2007,  Sheffield  voted  to  switch  to  the 
"statutory  method"  which  takes  into  account 
the  relative  wealth  of  the  member  towns. 
The  move  was  not  met  happily  by  the  other 
towns.  T\ie  newly  elected  School  Committee 
has  been  working  on  a  compromise.]  The 
discussion  focused  on  a  50/50  split  of 
the  statutory  and  alternative  methods  for 


Fiscal  Year  2010  and  75/25  split  for  FY 
2011.  That  will  require  a  Proposition  2Vi 
override.  The  school  budget  remains  the 
same  either  way  but  the  assessment  to  the 
towns  is  what  is  in  question. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  the 
amount  of  the  override  and  the  printing 
of  the  ballots.  The  Board  unanimously 
agreed  to  include  an  article  on  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  Warrant  to  amend  the 
regional  assessment  method  to  a  50/50 
split  in  FY  2010  and  75/25  in  FY  2011, 
contingent  on  New  Marlborough  drop- 
ping their  lawsuit  against  Sheffield  and 
subject  to  the  wording  of  the  amendment. 

Rene  Wood  was  present  to  discuss 
her  proposal  to  include  volunteer  oppor- 
tunities on  the  Town  website.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  the  Town  Counsel's 
opinion,  a  disclaimer  and  concerns  with 
placing  this  on  the  Town  website.  The 
discussion  was  tabled  until  after  July  1. 

David  Smith,  Jr.,  was  present  to 
discuss  the  annual  Kiwanis  roadside 
cleanup,  to  be  held  in  Sheffield  on  Apr.  19. 
Neal  Chamberlain  was  present  to  discuss 
the  Ashley  Falls  cleanup,  which  will  be 
held  on  Apr.  18. 

The  Board  unanimously  agreed  to 


approve  a  curb  cut  for  810  Boardman  St. 

Rene  Wood  submitted  a  letter  of 
interest  about  being  appointed  to  the 
Economic  Development  Committee. 
Chairman  Hannum  explained  that  in 
the  past  the  Board  has  waited  until  there 
were  at  least  two  or  more  such  letters 
before  making  any  appointments.  The 
Board  agreed  to  hold  off  on  the  appoint- 
ment until  more  letters  are  received. 

Administrator  Kellogg  explained 
the  pay-as-you-throw  system  of  trash 
disposal,  which  he  is  recommending  be 
implemented  July  1.  He  said  the  system 
encourages  recycling,  is  more  equitable 
to  residents  and  would  be  less  expensive 
for  residents  than  increasing  the  cost 
of  a  sticker  (it  would  have  to  at  least 
double)  to  cover  costs  at  the  Transfer 


Are  You  On  The  A-List? 


Those  already  on  the  A-List  know  that  the  Cottages  and  Cobble 
Suites  at  Noble  Horizons  are  the  most  coveted  senior  housing  in 
the  area.  They  also  know  that  these  accommodations  wait  for  no  one. 

Not  long  ago  waiting  until  you  were  75  to  put  your  name  on  the 
A-List  was  fine.  Today,  65  is  none  too  early  and  we  see  that  the  wise 
ones  do  it  at  age  55. 

There  is  no  fee  whatsoever  for  making  an  application  to  Noble 
Horizons.  Your  application  simply  makes  a  place  for  you.  So,  there  is 
everything  to  gain  by  applying  sooner  than  later,  not  to  mention  the 
many  perks  wait  list  people  get. 


Noble 
Horizons 


4va«geofafl 

1  7    COBBLE    ROAD 
SALISBURY,    CT   06068 

860-435-9851      www.nohlehorizons.org 


To  get  on  the  A-List,  start  today 

with  this  "TO  DO"  list 

□  Call  Joy  Martorell  at 

Noble  Horizons 

860-435-985 1 ,  x  1 88 

□  Schedule  a  tour  of  the 

Cottages  or  Cobble  Suites 

□   Fill  out  and  return  a  Cottage 

application  with  no  entry  fee 

or  application  fee  to  pay 

□  Get  a  list  of  the  perks 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity 
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Station.  Residents  would  still  purchase 
a  sticker  to  cover  the  Transfer  Station's 
fixed  costs  and  additionally  pay  a  fee  per 
bag  of  trash.  Bulky  waste  disposal  would 
be  scheduled  more  frequently.  Funding 
via  a  grant  might  be  available  to  educate 
residents  on  how  the  system  works.  Dis- 
cussion ensued  regarding  the  swap  shop, 
trash  being  dumped  on  the  roadside, 
where  the  bags  would  be  available  and 
hazardous  waste.  The  Board  unanimously 
agreed  to  adopt  the  new  system,  effective 
July  1.  The  cost  of  the  sticker  and  the  per- 
bag  fee  will  be  set  at  a  later  date. 

A  local  businessman  has  requested 
a  "slow  traffic"  sign  near  the  corner  on 
Route  7  when  entering  Main  St.  Mass 
Highway  needs  a  written  request  from 
the  Town  for  the  sign.  The  Board  unani- 
mously agreed  to  petition  Mass  Highway 
for  such  a  sign. 

The  Board  agreed  to  hire  Melanson 
Health  and  Co.  to  conduct  an  audit  for  F  Y09. 

Chairman  Hannum  said  that  the 
Selectmen  and  the  Planning  Board  have 
agreed  that  the  next  step  for  the  Master 
Plan  will  be  to  focus  on  the  Community 
Preservation  Act. 

A  site  visit  will  be  scheduled  for  the 


Covered  Bridge  Park  property,  which 
was  chosen  for  a  canoe  access  site.  The 
visit  will  help  provide  comments  to  the 
Housatonic  Valley  Association. 

Chairman  Hannum  said  that  she 
would  like  to  look  into  instituting  a 
policy  about  campaigning  on  Town 
property.  Discussion  ensued. 

The  Board  unanimously  agreed  to 
send  Marty  Clark  a  letter  of  thanks  for 
serving  as  Interim  Dog  Officer. 

Sheffield  has  received  an  e-Gov- 
ernment  Award  from  Common  Cause 
Massachusetts  for  information  included 
on  the  Town  website. 

Administrator  Kellogg  and  Recycling 
Coordinator  Steindler  have  worked  out 
an  arrangement  with  the  school  district 
for  a  recycling  program  for  non-return- 
able cans  and  bottles,  which  they  bring  to 
the  Transfer  Station. 

Administrator  Kellogg  welcomed 
the  new  officers  who  were  appointed  last 
week  to  fill  two  vacancies  in  the  Police 
Department,  Jacob  Gonska  and  Eric 
Munson.  Officer  Munson  comes  with 
many  years  of  experience  and  Officer 
Gonska  finished  the  academy  training 
and  began  work  the  next  day. 


TOWN  CLERK 

Dog  licenses*  License  renewals  take  place 
between  March  1  and  May  1.  Effective 
May  1  there  will  be  a  $25  fine  per  dog 
implemented,  in  addition  to  the  licensing 
fee.  If  your  dog  is  six  months  of  age  or 
older,  or  you  live  in  Sheffield  at  least  30 
days  of  the  year,  licensing  is  required.  You 
can  obtain  a  license  in  person  or  by  mail. 
If  your  dog  is  spayed  or  neutered  the  cost 
is  $5.  If  your  dog  is  intact  the  fee  is  $10. 
By  mail:  Send  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope,  with  a  check  payable  to  the 
Town  of  Sheffield  and  proof  of  rabies 
vaccination  to:  Town  Clerk,  P.O.  Box 
175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Hunting/ fishing  licenses.  Licenses  for 
2009  can  be  obtained  year  round.  Please 
provide  a  previous  year's  license  or  a  copy 
of  a  hunter  safety  certificate.  Antlerless 
deer  (doe  tag)  and  bear  permit  applica- 
tions must  be  postmarked  by  July  16. 


Find  phone  numbers,  news,  meeting  min- 
utes and  agendas  at  the  Sheffield  town 
website:  www.shefffield.ma.gov 
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AH  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  *  Beer  *  Wine  *  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 
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ngersoll 

Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 

Landscape  Design  ~  Build 

Certified  Organic  Land  Care  Professionals 

Jcensed  &  Certified  Arborists  ~  TCI  A,  ISA,  CTPA 

Serving  the  Tri-State  Area  for  over  20  years 


1719  North  Main  Street*  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
413-229-8124 
wwvsf.  websteringersoll.  com 
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PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 

During  meetings  from  Feb.  26  through  March  26,  the 
Board  conducted  the  following  business: 

The  board  endorsed  one  Form  A  application  (approval 
not  required  for  development)  for  Susan  and  Allison 
Austin  to  divide  two  lots  into  three  lots  on  the  north  side 
of  Root  Lane. 

On  Feb.  26,  the  Board  held  and  closed  the  public  hear- 
ing on  the  special  permit  application  of  John  Trierweiler 
and  Kevin  Moran  (CMR,  LLC)  for  property  located  in  the 
Sheffield  Business  Park  for  a  moving  and  storage  facility  and 
offices.  The  application  was  similar  to  the  special  permit 
previously  granted  by  the  Board  in  February  2006,  which 
expired.  The  new  permit  states  that  the  building  will  be 
built  a  portion  at  a  time  due  to  economic  conditions.  In  its 
deliberations,  the  Board  granted  the  special  permit  by  a  5-0 
vote,  with  the  condition  attached  that  CMR  adhere  to  the 
conditions  formulated  in  the  April  10,  2006,  decision.  The 
Board  granted  the  waiver  that  the  original  site  plan  from  the 
2006  application  be  used  since  no  changes  have  been  made. 

The  Board  continued  its  work  with  the  town's  Building 
Inspector  regarding  the  storage  of  materials  at  Rock  Solid 
on  Route  7.  It  also  received  two  letters  from  him.  One 
notified  the  board  that  the  "non-conforming  use"  designa- 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 
JUNE  20 

is  the 

Sheffield  Land  Trust's 

20th  Anniversary 
Annual  Meeting 

Come  help  us  celebrate! 


Watch  for  details  closer 
to  the  event  in  local 
papers,  in  the  mail  and  at 
www.shefneldland.org. 
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tion  at  the  former  Pine  Tree  Restaurant  has  been  discon- 
tinued. The  other  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Century 
Acquisitions  regarding  enforcement  of  recent  ZBA's 
administrative  appeal  decisions. 

The  Board  noted  its  interest  in  continuing  to  clarify  the 
zoning  by-laws  and  definitions  as  well  as  possible  expansion 
of  permitted  usages  in  the  Town's  districts. 

The  Signage  By-Law  committee  continued  its  work 
of  developing  a  revised  sign  by-law  for  voter  approval  at  a 
future  town  meeting.  Committee  members  are  reviewing 
by-laws  from  other  communities  and  continue  to  receive 
input  from  Tom  Matuszko  of  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 
Commission,  which  is  providing  technical  assistance  to  the 
Board.  The  committee  is  considering  including  a  compre- 
hensive glossary  of  sign-related  terms  in  the  By-Law.  This 
committee  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  the 
month  at  7pm.  The  public  is  welcome. 

The  Board  completed  the  last  of  the  four  workshops 
conducted  by  the  Massachusetts  Citizen  Training  and 
Planning  Collaborative,  provided  at  no  cost  to  the  Town. 
Workshops  were  also  attended  by  members  of  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals,  Conservation  Commission,  School  Com- 
mittee, Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  general  public. 

The  Board  expressed  its  gratitude  for  the  service  of  Tony 
Gulotta,  whose  term  is  expiring  and  who  did  not  seek  reelec- 
tion. During  his  three  years  on  the  Board,  Tony  held  the 
position  of  secretary  for  one  year  and  treasurer  for  the  last 
two.  As  Treasurer,  he  was  responsible  for  payment  of  bills, 
intake  of  filing  fees  and  Board  budget  preparation  and  track- 
ing. Tony  was  instrumental  in  preparation  of  many  updates 
of  the  zoning  by-laws  approved  by  voters  in  2006,  2007  and 
2008.  His  attitude,  insights  and  willingness  to  do  many  of 
the  tasks  that  make  a  board  function  smoothly  made  him  a 
very  special  board  member.  Thank  you,  Tony. 

Planning  Board  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Thursdays  of  the  month  at  7pm.  Notices  of  Special 
Permit  hearings  and  minutes  are  posted  on  the  Town's  website 
(www.sheffieldma.gov).  All  are  welcome  at  board  meetings. 

— Rene  Wood 


silk's  variety 


Beer/wine/spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107  JWtin  Street 
Sheffield;  JViA 
4-13.ZZ3.S70Z 
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AMERICAN  LEGION 


DEVELOPMENT  CORP.  COMES  TO  TOWN 


David  Rooney,  president  of  Berkshire 
Economic  Development  Corporation, 
got  an  introduction  to  Sheffield  and  six 
of  its  business  sectors  during  two  visits 
in  March  to  see  how  the  development 
corporation  might  be  able  to  assist  in 
Sheffield's  economic  development.  The 
visit  followed  up  on  the  Economic  Devel- 
opment Plan  developed  last  year.  It  came 
about  thanks  to  opportunities  provided 


David  Rooney,  second  from  right,  meets  with  farmersTed 
Dobson  and  Jim  Larkin  and  Economic  Development  committee 
member  Catherine  Miller  as  part  of  a  fact-finding  visit. 


by  the  Southern  Berkshire  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission.  Catherine  Miller  and 
Rene  Wood  hosted  the  visits. 

In  addition  to  a  driving  tour  to  see 
examples  of  the  Town's  historic,  ecologi- 
cal, agricultural  and  business  richness, 
Rooney  met  with  15  different  business 
owners.  After  the  meetings,  he  noted, 
"Sheffield  possesses  an  enviable  mix  of 

businesses  that  hold  real 
growth  potential  for  the 
town  and  for  southern 
Berkshire  County.  I 
appreciated  meeting 
with  local  business  and 
community  leaders  and 
exploring  opportuni- 
ties to  pursue  business 
growth  for  Sheffield 
that  is  consistent  with 
the  town's  agricultural 
and  industrial  heritage. 
Farming,  antiquing, 
manufacturing — all  will 
play  a  large  role  in  Shef- 
field's future  success  as 
they  have  in  its  rich  past." 


RAIN  BARREL  BARGAIN 


Berkshire  residents  can  buy  rain  barrels 
at  a  discount,  thanks  to  the  Town  of 
Lee  Recycling  Committee,  the  Lenox 
Environmental  Committee  and  the 
Stockbridge  Green  Team. The  55-gallon 
blue  barrels,  made  by  the  New  England 
Rain  Barrel  Company  from  recycled 


plastic  containers,  cost  residents  $72.95, 
$47  off  the  retail  price  of  $  I  1 9.95. 

Orders  may  be  placed  through  May 
2 1 .  For  further  information,  call  the 
New  England  Rain  Barrel  Company  at 
877-977-3 1 35  or  order  online  at 
www.nerainbarrel.com. 


Boys/Girls  State.  Sheffield  American 
Legion  Post  340  has  two  candidates  for 
American  Legion  Boys  State  Program 
and  one  candidate  for  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  Girls  State  Program. 
This  weeklong  event,  sponsored  by 
the  Massachusetts  American  Legion, 
aims  at  giving  students  experience  of 
how  government  and  democracy  work. 
Students  are  selected  based  on  their 
achievement  and  leadership  qualities  in 
the  classroom,  the  community  and  on 
the  playing  field. 

For  the  week,  participants  become 
"Citizens  of  Boys/Girls  State,"  each 
assigned  to  a  "town"  where  they  will 
be  asked  to  consider  various  issues  and 
devise  solutions. "C  itizens"  convene 
party  conventions,  create  platforms  and 
nominate  state-wide  candidates. At  the 
end  of  the  week,  there's  a  candidate's 
forum,  in  which  each  party  presents 
its  platform  and  candidates  debate 
the  issues  before  elections  are  held. A 
governor,  lieutenant  governor  and  two 
senators  are  chosen. 

Boys  State  is  held  on  the  Stone- 
hill  College  campus  in  Easton,  Girls 
State  atWestfield  State  College.The 
programs  are  intended  to  give  students 
their  first  taste  of  college  life.  Students 
stay  in  dorms  and  attend  meetings  in 
the  classrooms.There  are  organized 
athletic  activities  for  those  who  wish 
to  participate. 

The  Post  is  looking  for  additional 
sponsors  for  our  candidates.The  cost 
for  each  Boys  State  candidate  is  $300, 
$225  for  the  Girls  State  candidate.At 
the  end  of  the  program  we  request 
that  the  participants  meet  with  their 
sponsors  and  discuss  what  they  did  and 
what  they  thought  about  the  program. 

For  further  information,  call 
George  Oleen  at  229-6670. 


ISG00D  REALTY 


490  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA  01230 

BUS:  (413)  528-2040 

FAX:  (413)  528-6516 

RES:  (413)  229-8829 

isgood®  vgernet.net 


ANN  MORELLI  SMITH 
SALES  ASSOCIATE 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 
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Village  Green 


BULKY  WASTE  COLLECTION 

Sheffield  residents  who  have  purchased  a  FY2009  Transfer 
Station  sticker  can  take  up  to  one  pickup-truck  load  of  fur- 
niture, rugs,  small  pieces  left  over  from  a  do-it-yourself  proj- 
ect and  other  bulky  waste  to  the  Transfer  Station  Fri.,  May 

15,  2  to  4pm,  Sat.,  May 


PAINT  AND  OIL 

Sheffield  residents  can  recycle 
old  oil  paint,  stains,  paint  thin- 
ners, turpentine  and  waste 
motor  oil:  on  Sat.,  May  1 6, 
9  to  I  1 :00am,  at  the  Lenox 
Department  of  Public  Works, 
275  Main  St. 

Latex  paint  is  not 
accepted  at  this  event.  Empty 
or  dried-up  cans  of  latex  or 
oil-based  paint  can  be  dis- 
posed with  the  regular  trash. 
To  pre-register,  call  Rob  at  the 
Center  for  Ecological  Technol- 
ogy at  4 1  3-445-4556  ext.  30, 
email  robt@cetonline.org  or 


16,  8am  to  4pm,  and  Sun., 
May  17,  8am  to  noon. 
A  coupon  is  required 
(one  per  household);  get 
coupons  at  the  Sheffield 
Tax  Collector's  office, 
or  by  mail  by  sending  a 
stamped  self-addressed 
envelope,  including  your 
license  plate  number,  to 
the  Treasurer/Collector's 
Office,  P.O.  Box  367, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257. 
Not  accepted:  tires, 
cathode  ray  tubes  (TVs, 
computer  monitors), 
wood,  demolition  debris, 


visit  www.cetonline.org.  i  i 

propane  tanks,  car  batter 


WHAT  PAPER  IS  RECYCLABLE? 

Almost  all  kinds  of  paper  and  cardboard  can  be  recycled  at 
the  Transfer  Station. 

Recyclables  include: 

Booklets  and  brochures,  books,  clean  cardboard  from 
food  (e.g.,  cereal  and  pasta  boxes),  calendars,  catalogs,  col- 
ored and  construction  paper,  envelopes,  file  folders,  greeting 
cards,  junk  mail,  magazines,  mat  board,  packing  paper,  fax 
paper,  paper  bags,  paper  towel  and  toilet  paper  tubes,  phone 
books,  Post-it  notes,  spiral  notebooks  and  writing  tablets. 

It's  okay  to  recycle  paper  with  paper  clips,  plastic  win- 
dows and  staples. 

Don't  include:  Candy  wrappers,  bubble  wrap,  label  back- 
ings, paper  cups  or  plates,  paper  towels  and  napkins,  tissues, 
photographs  orTyvek  mailing  envelopes. 


ies,  recyclable  metals,  toxic  materials  (pesticides,  chemicals, 
oil,  etc.)  and  items  that  can  fit  in  the  trash  compactor.  No 
refrigerators,  freezers,  air  conditioners  or  dehumidifiers; 
other  "white  goods"  and  recyclable  metals  can  be  put  in  the 
metals  container  next  to  compactor.  For  more  information, 
contact  David  Steindler  at  229-2628  or  Town  Hall  at  229- 
7000,  ext.  152. 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


BRINGING  FABRIC  SAMPLES 

TEXTILE  TAXI 

EXPERIENCE  &  OPTIONS  HOME 


Access  to  first-quality  designer  fabrics 

at  wholesale  prices 

At-home  service. ...we'll  come  to  you! 

Expertise,  experience  and  moderate  fees 

If  you... 

•  love  your  home  in  the  Berkshires, 

•  are  understandably  overwhelmed  by  options, 

•  lack  the  time  or  expertise  to  choose  what 
will  "work"... 

Call  Sue  Schwarz 

at  413.229.7590  or 

917.701.3841 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT:  KOPS  AND  KIDS  CAMP  FOR  THE  2009  SEASON 


Chief  James  McGarry  of  the  Sheffield 
Police  Dept.  announced  that  the  depart- 
ment is  once  again  hosting  its  annual 
Kops  &  Kids  Program  at  the  Sheffield 
Town  Park.  This  is  the  12th  year  we  have 
operated  this  fun  and  challenging  sum- 
mer camp.  This  year  it  is  scheduled  for 
July  13-17  from  8:30am-3pm. 

The  focus  of  this  week-long  program 
is  a  ropes  challenge  course  facilitated  by 
trained  and  certified  police  officers.  The 
program  is  geared  toward  building  self- 
esteem  and  trust  as  the  students  work  in 
groups.  Everyone  can  participate  on  the 
ropes  courses,  regardless  of  physical  abil- 
ity or  athletic  experience.  Students  start 
with  field  games  and  move  from  there 
to  low  rope  elements.  After  three  days, 
they  move  to  the  high  rope  elements. 
During  the  week  the  trainers  also  provide 
demonstrations  in  areas  of  law  enforce- 
ment such  as  Police  K-9  units  and  search 
and  rescue. 


The  program  is  geared  towards  5  th 
graders,  but  will  also  accept  students  in 
the  4^  or  6th  grade  if  there's  room.  Older 
students,  grades  7  through  high  school, 
act  as  mentors.  Most  of  our  mentors  are 
repeat  customers,  so  they  come  with  a  lot 
of  knowledge  about  the  program. 

Each  participant  measures  success 
by  his  or  her  own  aspira- 
tions. If  someone  is  afraid 
of  heights,  for  example, 
simply  climbing  a  foot 
or  two  up  a  tree  can  be 
a  major  accomplishment 
and  a  source  of  pride.  If  a 
participant  chooses  not  to 
attend  an  event,  the  decision 
is  respected  and  other  ways 
to  participate  are  offered, 
including  providing  support 
through  belaying,  coaching 
or  spotting. 

The  camp  goes  on,  rain 


or  shine,  at  no  cost  to  participants.  The 
camp  is  entirely  funded  from  donations 
to  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  (and  dona- 
tions are  welcome). 

Applications  are  available  at  the 
Sheffield  Police  Dept.  and  the  Under- 
mountain  Elementary  School.  Please  call 
229-8522  with  any  questions. 


TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Sheffield  Town  Hall  main  nt 

imber 

229-7000 

Assessor 

x  155 

Board  of  Selectmen 

x  152 

Building  Inspector 

x  156 

Tax  Collector 

x  153 

Town  Administrator 

x  152 

Town  Clerk 

x  151 

Fire  Dept.  non-emergency 

229-7033 

Library 

229-7004 

Police  Dept.  non-emergency 

229-8522 

Transfer  Station 

229-7019 

"Let's  talk  trash ...  your  trash!" 


A  locally  owned  and  operated  business  is  asking  you  to  rethink  the  way 
you  do  trash.  Routes  are  forming  today  to  satisfy  all  your  residential, 

commercial,  and  industrial  needs. 


Call  now  for  affordable  rates  and  ask  about  incentives 
available  to  the  first  (100)  residential  customers. 


Contact  James  or  Theresa  Collingwood 
daily  at  (413)  229-2822  or  evenings  at  (413)  229-3186 


Recycling  is  a  must  to  work  with  us! 
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PROFILE:  SIDESHOW  CLOTHING  COMPANY 

A  dressmaker's  model  inside  a  prom  gown  of  striking  pink 
tulle  greets  me  as  I  enter  Sideshow  Clothing  Company.  I 
walk  between  crowded  racks  of  vintage  garments  to  meet 
Meri  Avratin,  the  store's  proprietor.  Meri  tells  me  how  she 
happened  to  open  her  recycled  clothing  emporium,  located 
since  last  December  at  the  corner  shop  in  the  Corn  Crib 
plaza,  the  shop  that  formerly  housed  Reeves  Leather. 

"I  grew  up  in  Great  Barrington  and  graduated  from 
Monument  Mountain  High  School  and  Simon's  Rock  "  she 
said.  "My  mother  is  an  experienced  antiques  dealer,  and 
she  taught  me  how  to  'scour.'  When  I  developed  my  eye,  she 
advised  me  to  figure  out  something  I  wanted  to  collect  and 
make  a  go  of  it.  I  started  with  old  sunglasses  and  hats  and 
eventually  moved  on  to  clothing.  I  learned  that  new  stuff 
isn't  always  better  than  old,  especially  in  recyclables" 

Meri  helped  pay  her  way  through  school  as  a 'picker' 
for  vintage  stores  on  Railroad  St.  in  Great  Barrington  and 
Northampton.  "I  traveled  after  college  and  lived  in  Portland, 
OR,  and  abroad.  I  continued  doing  clothing  on  Ebay,  which 
was  then  just  developing  as  a  major  cybermarket.  I  bought 
and  sold  wherever  I  was." 

Then  why  open  shop  in  Sheffield?  Meri  thought  for  a 
moment  and  continued.  "First  of  all,  I'm  in  a  great  location 


with  no  problem  parking.  I'm  adjacent  to  the  Antiques  Cen- 
ter, the  Glass  Store  and  Framed.  People  who  come  to  them 
are  often  curious  about  what  I've  got.  George  Sasson,  the 
jewelry  repair  guy,  is  an  old  friend  and  he's  right  next  door. 
Second,  I've  always  known  about  Sheffield.  For  some  reason 
I  don't  fully  understand,  Sheffield  is  famous  for  antiques. 
So  I'm  proud  to  be  here,  my  business  fits  right  in.  I'm  local, 
affordable  and  sustainable." 

Meri  then  led  me  on  the  grand  tour,  starting  up  front 
at  the  pink  prom  creation.  I  saw  shimmery  slips,  silk  robes 
and  floral  dresses.  Handbags  and  shoes,  blouses  and  skirts. 
Even  cowboy  shirts  and  Pendleton  wools.  "My  prices  are 
reasonable  and  I  will  buy,  sell  or  trade,"  she  told  me.  "My 
store  is  small  but  selective.  I  run  the  gamut  from  fancy  to 
functional." 

Sideshow  Clothing  Company  is  open  Friday  to  Monday. 
It's  at  1840  North  Main  St.  (Route  7),  and  can  be  reached  at 
528-1139  or  sideshowclothing@gmail.com. 

— Fred  Gordon 

SUPPORTYOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 
See  the  coupon  on  page  27. 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning  to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Li- 
tchfield County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit 
our  website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate. 
com,  e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call 
us  at  413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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LAND  TRUST  BEGINS  ITS  20™  ANNIVERSARY  YEAR 


Annual  meeting  kicks  off  20* 
Anniversary  Year,  Twenty  years  ago  this 
summer,  Bob  and  Rose  Chapin  invited 
their  "Sheffield  neighbors"  to  a  picnic  at 
Balsam  Hill  Farm  on  Hewins  St.  to  explore 
how  a  land  trust  in  Sheffield  could  "operate 
to  the  long-term  benefit  of  the  individual 
landowner  and  the  community." 

On  June  20,  at  its  annual  meeting  and 
poduck  picnic,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
will  kicking  off  a  year  of  celebrating  what 
has  been  accomplished  since  that  first 
picnic  Details  of  the  event  are  still  being 
worked  out — watch  for  more  information 
in  local  media  and  in  the  mail  closer  to  the 
date.  All  are  welcome  at  the  meeting,  which 
will  be  held  under  a  tent  on  a  local  field. 

Watch  for  more  celebratory  events 
over  the  next  12  months! 

Restoration  success.  Three  years  into 
the  project  to  restore  rare-species  habitat 
along  Schenob  Brook  behind  Our  Lady  of 
the  Valley  Cemetery  on  Salisbury  Rd.,  there 
are  tremendous  signs  of  success.  Dozens 
of  truckloads  of  invasive  plants  and  other 
material  detrimental  to  native  rare  animals 
have  been  removed  or  piled  up,  and  a 
variety  of  native  species  re-introduced. 

On  April  16,  a  group  of  Berkshire 
School  students  taking  part  in  their 
school's  Gracious  Living  Day  continued 
that  work  by  pulling  out  half  a  dozen 
contractors'  bags  of  garlic  mustard,  bar- 
berry and  multiflora  rose.  A  student  who 
had  also  been  a  volunteer  last  year  noted 
that  last  year  was  heavy  brush  and  vine 
removal,  while  this  year  it  was  more  like 
maintenance  weeding. 

With  continued  volunteer  efforts,  the 
invasives  should  be  less  and  less  every 
year.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  has  helped 
or  will  help  with  this  effort! 


Lime  Kiln  Road 
land  protection.  In 

February,  the  Land 
Trust  purchased  58 
acres  in  two  parcels 
on  both  sides  of  Lime 
Kiln  Rd.  from  Ed 
Delmolino  as  part  of  a 
long-term  goal  to  pro- 
tect the  historic  New 
England  vista  and  the 
working  farms  and 
wildlife  habitat  in  the 
northwest  section  of 
Sheffield. 

The  Land  Trust 
has  been  working  with 
the  Massachusetts 
Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife,  the  Dept.  of  Agricultural 
Resources  and  neighboring  landowners 
and  farmers  toward  this  goal.  It  was  able 
to  act  as  an  intermediary  owner  in  this 
transaction  until  state  funds  are  available 
later  this  summer  and  the  needed  local 


Berkshire  School  students  help  out  in  the  ongoing  work  of 
eliminating  invasive  species  and  repairing  the  habitat  behind  Our 
Lady  of  the  Valley  Cemetery  on  Salisbury  Rd. 


of  biology  teacher  and  FFA  advisor  Cassie 
Uricchio,  revived  the  fair,  which  had  been 
on  hiatus  for  a  couple  of  years. 

This  year  students  are  working  with 
farmers  and  other  agricultural  exhibitors 
to  ensure  a  fun  and  educational  day  for 


fundraising  can  be  completed.  The  project      the  community  and  all  the  students  in 


was  financed  by  a  combination  of  a  loan 
through  the  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust 
and  the  owner  taking  back  a  note  for  the 
remainder  of  the  value.  Those  interested 
in  contributing  to  the  project  can  contact 
the  Land  Trust.  Look  for  more  on  this  and 
other  projects  in  the  Sheffield-Egremont 
Corridor  in  coming  months. 

June  11  Agricultural  Fair  and  Career 
Day.  All  are  welcome  at  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District's 
Agricultural  Fair  and  Career  Day,  to  be 
held  June  11  from  9am  to  2pm.  Last  year 
the  school's  FFA  (formerly  Future  Farm- 
ers of  America)  chapter  and  Agricultural 
Education  program,  under  the  guidance 


the  school  district.  Anyone  interested 
in  getting  involved  can  contact  Cassie  at 
curicchi(3)tek2000.com  or  by  mail  at  the 
school  at  491  Berkshire  School  Rd,,  Shef- 
field, MA  01257. 

The  Land  Trust  is  dedicated  to  pre- 
serving Sheffield's  rural  character.Since  its 
founding  in  1989,  it  has  helped  protect  38 
properties  and  10  farms — some  3,600  of 
Sheffield's  31,000  acres.  It  shares  an  office 
on  LeGeyt  Rd.  with  Tlie  Nature  Conser- 
vancy. For  more  information,  contact  the 
Land  Trust  at  RO  Box  940,  Sheffield,  MA 
01257,  229-0234,  email  shefland@bcn.net 
or  check  the  organization's  website  at  www. 
sheffieldland.org. 


979  Ashley  Falls  Road 

Ashley  Falls,  MA 

229-8179 

Hours:  Tuesday-Sunday  10-5 
Closed  Mondays 


REVERSE   MORTGAGE   CONSULTANT 

Jessica  Krupski 
(888)  229-9908  (TOLL  FREE) 
(413)  229-9908 
All  FHA  mortgage  programs  available 


ALLIED  HOME  MORTGAGE  CAPITAL  CORP. 

Main  office  88  Ryders  Lane,  Stratford.  CT  06614 
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KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Roadside  signs.  The  Club  apologizes 
for  the  delay  in  reviving  the  project  to 
provide  care  and  updating  of  the  Shef- 
field roadside  "ladder"  signs.  A  new  group 
will  be  reviewing  the  need  for  repair  or 
replacement  of  the  ladders,  including  the 
Route  7-7A  board  to  Ashley  Falls  and 
the  Route  7/Berkshire  School  Rd.  busi- 
nesses. Anyone  interested  in  becoming  a 
sign  "customer"  for  these  or  any  other  lad- 
der, please  mail  your  request  to  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Club  at  P.O.  Box  683,  Sheffield, 
MA  01257. 

Cleanup  crews.  During  April,  the 
Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club  completed  road- 
side cleanups  in  Alford,  Great  Barrington, 
Mount  Washington,  Monterey,  Egremont 
and  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  This  work 
was  part  of  an  All-Kiwanis  One-Day 
Project.  David  Johnson  organized  the 
events.  The  regular  monthly  Litter  Patrol 
(the  two  miles  of  Rt.  7  from  Kellogg  Rd. 
to  the  National  Grid  building  are  ours) 


began  April  30.  This  roadside  cleaning 
continues  every  third  Thursday  of  the 
month  through  October. 

Officers  and  clubs.  Denise  Rueger 
has  been  chosen  Division  21  Lt.  Gover- 
nor Elect  of  the  New  England  District. 
She  will  be  installed  at  the  annual 
Northeast  District  Convention  next  year 
and  serve  for  the  2010-2011  year. 

Three  new  members  have  been 
inducted  into  the  Kiwanis  fold:  Danielle 
and  Adam  Trivilino  and  Maree  Funk. 

Cathy  Finkle  and  Dave  Smith,  Jr., 
spearheaded  a  recruitment  program  that 
started  last  fall.  With  the  help  of  several 
other  club  members  and  some  dignitaries 
from  Northeast  District,  the  formation 
of  a  new  Kiwanis  Club  in  Pittsfield  has 
been  realized.  The  Pittsfield  Club  has  26 
members  thus  far  and  plans  its  "Charter 
Night"  banquet  at  the  Crowne  Plaza 
Hotel  on  Fri.,  May  8. 

Another  new  group,  the  Aktion  Club, 


now  meets  at  the  Eagles'  Loft  at  Mt.  Ever- 
ett High  School  on  alternate  Thursdays. 
Denise  Rueger  is  the  Kiwanis  Advisor  to 
this  group  of  adults  living  with  disabili- 
ties. Their  Charter  Party  is  planned  for 
Sun,,  May  17,  at  the  Town  Park. 

The  Club  also  sponsors  a  new  K-Kids 
group  (grades  1-4)  at  the  Muddy  Brook 
Elementary  School  in  Great  Barrington. 
Cathy  Finkle  represents  Kiwanis  at  this 
challenging  squad  of  34  members.  They 
have  numerous  activities  in  progress 
including  "Project  Sprout"  where  they 
plant  seeds  and  use  the  harvest  for  their 
healthy  snack  and  food  program. 

Family  event.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis 
Club  (with  other  groups)  will  host  a  "Fam- 
ily Safety  Day,"  including  a  Bike  Rodeo, 
at  Muddy  Brook  Elementary  School  in 
Great  Barrington  on  Sat.,  May  9,  from 
10am  to  2pm.  The  new  Pittsfield  club  will 
sponsor  a  similar  event  on  Sun.,  May  31. 

Little  League.  The  Sheffield  Little 


y  House 


ER  HILL  ROAD,  ASHLEY  FALLS 

,  site  on  the  African  American  Heritagelrail 

298.3239  x3000  ■  www.thetrustees.org 


WE  A'LTH   ■  POWER    -   HIST  ORY  -   FREEDOM 


H 


the  trustees 

of  reservations 


i0  years  ago,  Colonel  John  Ashley  owned 
farms,  mills,-  and  slaves.  Learn  how  Elizabeth  Freeman  sued  lor 


her  own  freedom—  and  won.  Adult  SS.Trustet 


iimutlmma 


PROPERTY     OF    THE    TRUSTEES     OF     RESERVATIONS 
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League  teams  have  successfully  merged 
with  the  program  in  Great  Barrington. 
Competition  has  begun  and  several 
weekly  contests  are  scheduled  for  the 
Sheffield  Town  Park.  Our  refreshment 
trailer  will  be  open  for  all  the  games. 

Food  trailer.  Jo  Ann  and  Steve 
Shmulsky  have  generously  donated  a 
"new"  trailer  to  the  Sheffield  club.  Once 
refurbished,  it  will  replace  the  present 
"Princess  Kiwi,"  which  has  served  us  well 
for  so  many  years.  This  new  snack  vehicle 
is  dedicated  to  Dr.  Cheryl  Shmulsky 
Kane  in  honor  of  her  career  in  the  gov- 
ernment Department  of  Education. 

Golf  tournament.  The  annual  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Golf  Tournament  this  year  is  set 
for  Fri.,  June  19,  at  the  Egremont  Country 
Club.  Mailings  have  gone  out.  Sign  up  now 
or  at  the  club  by  1  lam  that  day.  There  will 
be  a  shotgun  start  at  noon  for  a  fun  day, 
loaded  with  refreshments  and  food! 


N  RESTAURANT  &  PIZZERIA 


Village  on  the  Green  reopens.  Rania  Benoit  and  Maria  Reno  in  front  of  the  redone 
restaurant.  Their  family,  which  owns  the  restaurant,  would  like  to  thank  all  who  helped 
make  the  renovation  possible,  and  they  welcome  everyone  to  come  in,  enjoy  a  meal  and 
see  the  new,  larger,  family -friendly  booths  and  other  changes.  Hours  are  11am  to  9pm 
— Dick  Goodwin    Sunday  through  Thursday  and  11am  to  10pm  Friday  and  Saturday. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


BIRDS  OF  SPRING  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 


We  are  lucky  to  live  in  Sheffield  surrounded  by  forests, 
fields,  active  farmland,  majestic  mountains  and  the  winding 
Housatonic  River.  The  beauty  of  the  varied  terrain  provides 
nourishment  to  our  souls,  and  because  of  the  wide  range  of 

habitats,  many  kinds  of 
birds  call  this  place  home. 
WOLFE  SPRING  FARM  Over  240  different  species 

NOW  CERTIFIED  have  been  seen  at  Bar- 

ORGANIC  thowlomew's  Cobble. 

As  of  May  I  Jim  and  June  Now  is  the  time  that 

Wolfe's  Wolfe  Spring  Farm  many  return  from  their 

on  Hewins  St.  is  certified  as  southern  vacations  to  once 

organic.The  certification,  again  raise  their  young, 

through  Baystate  Certifiers,  The  tree  swallows,  red- 

came  after  a  two-year  period         winged  blackbirds,  wood- 
of  being  certified  as  "transi-  cock;  and    hoebes  have 

tioning  to  organic.  All  the  i,         -i  A      ., 

,  ,  ,  r    .  returned  by  mid- April, 

vegetables  and  fruit  grown  on  ~  .  .'  r       ,, 

.     r  -c    >  lhe  warblers  are  generally 

the  farm  are  now  certified.  111 

Eggs  from  the  farm  will  take  the  last  to  arnve  and  add 

another  year,  after  the  Wolfes  their  color  and  son§  to  our 

cull  their  chickens  and  start  lives-  These  past  few  years 

the  flock  over.  have  been  exciting  ones  for 

Wolfe  Spring  Farm  sells  unusual  and  rare  nesters. 

eggs  off  the  farm  and  they  Most  of  us  have  seen 

operate  as  a  CSA  (Commu-  tne  bald  eagles  that  have 

nity  Supported  Agriculture),  taken  up  residence  on  the 

currently  with  1 7  members.  rfver .     the  Cobble  Scm 

This  year,  they  also  plan  to  l  r         l    t> 

, ,    '     .      _     ,    .  .       -  the  trees  from  the  Kannapo 

sell  to  the  Berkshire  Co-op  „  ,  .    .  ■,  ,  r 

.     n       „  D  Rd.  bridge  and  prepare  to 
in  Great  Barnngton.  h  r    r 

be  amazed.  They  have  been 
nesting  in  the  area  for  the 
past  five  years  and  have  fledged  quite  a  few  young. 

Last  year  the  Cobble  saw  the  first  nesting  of  hooded  war- 
blers on  record  in  Berkshire  County.  These  absolutely  gorgeous 
birds  were  easily  seen  by  all  who  were  interested. 

Considered  less  beautiful  by  many  (but  not  me),  a  pair  of  black 
vultures  nested  a  mile  south  of  us  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Connecti- 
cut. These  are  shy  and  elusive  nesters,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  only  one 
record  exists  in  all  of  Massachusetts  of  them  nesting. 


Even  with  all  this  bird  bounty,  many  species  are  in  decline. 
Kestrel  numbers  have  plummeted  in  recent  decades  due  to  loss 
of  old  field  habitat  and  nesting  sites.  They  need  large  dead  trees 
with  hollow  cavities  for  nests.  Recendy,  the  Cobble,  with  the  help 
of  some  enthusiastic  Berkshire  School  kids,  erected  a  nest  box  for 
kestrels  to  use.  Local  bird  enthusiast  and  decoy  carver  Ken  Schopp 
made  the  box,  as  well  as  wood  duck  and  bluebird  houses  that  are 
now  attracting  our  avian  neighbors. 

Another  bird  in  decline  is  the  bobolink,  which  will  be 
returning  from  Argentina  the  first  week  of  May.  Bobolinks  need 
large  fields  to  nest  in,  and  they've  found  Sheffield  one  of  the 
best  of  Berkshire  towns  because  of  all  our  agriculture.  Unfor- 
tunately farming  methods  have  changed  and  not  to  the  benefit 
of  the  birds.  And  areas  that  were  once  fields  are  now  forests  or 
houses.  All  these  things  conspire  against  the  gregarious,  noisy, 
and  colorful  bobolink.  At  the  Cobble  we  have  been  working 
with  farmer  John  Bottass  of  Shady  Maple  Farm,  our  neighbor 
on  Weatogue  Rd.,  to  come  up  with  solutions  that  benefit  the 
birds  and  farmer  alike.  We  will  highlight  these  successes  at  our 
"Bobolink  and  Grasslands"  program  on  June  20. 

To  better  understand  nesting  birds  in  Massachusetts,  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  conducts  surveys  of  breeding 
birds.  The  "Breeding  Bird  Atlas"  was  first  conducted  in  1974. 
Now  Audubon  is  doing  a  followup  study  to  record  the  changes 
in  breeding  bird  populations.  Already  the  research  shows  that 
we  have  many  more  turkeys  and  pileated  woodpeckers  in  the 
state  and  fewer  meadowlarks  and  whip-poor-wills.  If  you  know 
of  an  unusual  nester  like  a  hawk,  owl,  hummingbird  or  warbler, 
please  give  me  a  call  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble. 

Unlike  many  animals,  birds  are  all  around  us,  easily  seen 
and  enjoyed.  It  always  brings  a  smile  when  a  chickadee  lands  on 
a  limb  next  to  you  or  a  bluebird  perches  on  a  nest  box.  We  take 
care  not  to  bother  the  phoebe  as  she  makes  her  nest  under  the 
eaves  of  our  porch,  and  the  eagle  that  flies  overhead  takes  our 
breath  away.  Spring  is  such  a  wonderful  season  at  the  Cobble. 
The  sun  is  shining,  the  spring  wildflowers  are  blooming  and  the 
birds  and  frogs  are  singing.  Hiking  the  reservation  is  free  for 
Sheffield  residents,  so  stop  in  and  see  me  and  the  birds! 

— Rene  Wendell 


STAFF  CERTIFIED  IN  FIRST  AID 

On  April  16,  I  I  employees  of  Webster  Ingersoll  Landscaping 
attended  and  passed  a  class  in  first  aid.  A  class  in  CPR  will  be 
held  separately. 

Denis  O'Connor,  the  company's  senior  arborist  who 
coordinated  the  training,  says, "Having  nearly  100  percent 
company  participation  is  a  true  testament  of  the  level  of  cohe- 
sion of  our  team.  Although  the  likelihood  of  injury  is  already 
reduced  with  so  many  safety-conscious  employees  on  staff, 
having  them  equipped  with  the  knowledge  of  first  aid  and  CPR 
is  another  way  each  person  can  help  out  their  coworkers  and 
their  neighbors." Training  will  be  provided  by  Laura  Martin  of 
Berkshire  South  Regional  Community  Center. 


SHADY  MAPLE  FARM  PROTECTED 

The  Trustees  of  Reservations  announced  that  efforts  have 
been  successful  in  permanently  protecting  John  Bottass's 
77-acre  Shady  Maple  Farm  on  Weatogue  Rd.,  just  south  of 
Bartholomew's  Cobble  in  Salisbury,  CT.  Although  fundrias- 
ing  continues,  the  recent  appeal  generated  enough  support 
for  a  conservation  easement  to  be  purchased. 

"John  Bottass  has  been  a  friend  and  good  neighbor  to  The 
Trustees  for  over  25  years,"  said  Steve  McMahon,  Berkshires 
Regional  Director  with  The  Trustees.  "We  are  so  thankful  for 
the  generous  support  of  our  neighbors,  members  and  friends 
who  helped  us  achieve  such  an  important  conservation  suc- 
cess in  these  tough  economic  times." 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS 


The  renovation  of  the  Town  Hall  park- 
ing area  behind  Gulotta's  Mobil  station 
opened  up  the  view  to  the  Historical 
Society's  grounds,  making  them  more 
integrated  with  the  Town.  The  Society 
is  hopeful  that  this  will  increase  visita- 
tion and  public  awareness.  "There  are 
seven  historic  structures  on  the  Society's 
grounds,"  said  Joanna  Jennings,  the  soci- 
ety's administrator,  "but  you'd  never  know 
it  if  you  haven't  been  back  there  before." 
During  the  work,  several  trees  that 
had  grown  up  in  the  stone  boundary 
wall  were  taken  down.  On  April  25, 
the  Sheffield  Tree  Project  honored  the 
Historical  Society  by  planting  a  new 
tree — a  red  oak,  a  species  indigenous 


to  the  Berkshires.  The 
planting  was  organized  by 
Tom  Ingersoll,  of  Webster- 
Ingersoll  and  president  of 
the  Sheffield  Tree  Project.  It 
celebrated  both  Earth  Day 
and  Arbor  Day. 

Sheffield's  town  motto  is 
"He  who  plants  a  tree,  plants 
a  hope."  These  much-quoted 
words  of  Lucy  Larcom  hold 
a  special  significance  because 
the  town's  main  street  was 
once  lined  with  American 
elms,  conferring  a  magnificence  that 
streetlights  cannot  match 


Students  from  Berkshire  School  rake  while  adults  take  a 
break  as  the  school  helps  clean  up  the  Society's  grounds  as 
part  of  the  school's  Gracious  Living  Day  in  April. 


programs,  please  contact  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  at  (413)  229-2694  or 
For  more  information  about  Society        on  the  web  at  www.sheffieldhistory.org. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  EVENTS 


Eco- Volunteers:  Garlic  Mustard  Team 

Thurs.,  May  7,  1 4, 2 1 ,  28, 9am-noon.  Help  protect  Cobble 
ecology  with  hands-on  experience  identifying  and  remov- 
ing garlic  mustard,  our  featured  easy-to-pull  invasive  for  the 
month  of  May.  Free.  Call  for  information. 

Spring  Migration  Bird  Walk 

Sat.,  May  9, 7-9am.  Free  with  Bartholomew's  Cobble  admis- 
sion. Members  and  Sheffield  residents:  Free.  Please  pre- 
register. 

Mother's  Day  Guided  Wildflower  Walk  and  Tea 

Sun.,  May  1 0, 2-4pm.  Celebrate  the  end  of  the  spring  wild- 
flower  season  with  a  walk  and  some  floral  teas.  Members: 
adult/child  $5;  family  $10.  Nonmembers:  adult/child  $6;  family 
$  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Wild  Edibles  Guided  Walk 

Sat,  May  16,  I  Oam-noon. Taste  freshly  prepared  samples  of 
garlic  mustard  pesto,  day  lily  tubers,  cream  of  nettle  soup,  and 
more.  Learn  how  to  identify  a  variety  of  edibles,  and  how  to 
safely  and  ethically  harvest  from  the  wild.  Members:  adult  $  1 0; 
child  $4.  Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 5;  child  $5.  Please  pre-register. 

Opening  Weekend:  Ashley  House 

Weekends,  May  23-Oct.l  I,  I0am-5pm  (last  tour  4pm).Visit 
the  home  of  the  woman  who  successfully  sued  for  her  free- 
dom in  1781  helping  to  end  slavery  in  Massachusetts.  Learn 
about  Mum  Bett's  life,  her  times  and  her  courage.  Part  of  the 
African  American  Heritage  Trail.  Members  free;  nonmembers: 
adult  $5;  child  (6  to  12)  $3. 

Memorial  Day  Canoe  Trip 

Mon.,  May  25, 9am-noon.AII  equipment  provided.  Members: 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  of  The  Trustees  of  Reser- 
vations with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley 
Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Cen- 
ter is  open  9am-4:30pm.  From  Rt.  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield,  travel 
south  and  turn  right  on  Rt.  7 A  and  follow  for  0.5  mile.  Turn  right 


adult  $24;  child  ( 1 0- 1 6)  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  adult  $30;  child 
( 1 0- 1 6)  $  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Eco-Volunteers:  Rock  Cress  Team 

Thurs.,  Jun.  4,  1 1 ,  1 8, 25, 9am-noon.  Learn  about  rock  cress 
and  how  to  eliminate  this  invasive  during  June  work  days  at 
the  Cobble.  Free.  Call  for  information. 

Bobolinks  and  Grasslands  Guided  Walk 

Sat.,  Jun.  20,  I  Oam-noon.  Join  Trustees  naturalists  and 
conservationists  on  a  walk  to  the  Cobble's  grasslands! 
Observe  nesting  bobolinks  and  other  grasslands  species, 
and  learn  how  to  manage  your  own  open  fields  as  habitat 
for  birds,  butterflies  and  turtles.  Free  for  Sheffield  resi- 
dents and  Trustees  members.  Others:  adult  $5;  child  $1. 
Please  pre-register. 

Father's  Day  Canoe  Trip 

Sun., Jun.  2 1 , 8:30- 1 1 :30am. All  equipment  provided.  Members: 
adult  $24;  child  ( 1 0- 1 6)  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  adult  $30;  child 
(10-16)  $  1 5.  Please  pre-register. 

Sheffield  Covered  Bridge  Canoe  Trip 

Sun.,  Jun.  28, 9am-2pm.  Paddle  nine  miles  on  the  Housatonic 
River.  Bring  a  picnic  lunch  and  meet  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble. 
We  provide  boats,  paddles,  life  preservers  and  a  naturalist 
guide.  Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult  $28;  child  (10-12) 
$  1 2.  Nonmembers:  adult  $35;  child  (10-16)  $20. 

Coming  in  July  and  August 

July  I  I:  Reptile  Roundup;  July  18:  Live  Raptors  with  Tom 
Ricardi; July  25:Ancient  Living  Skills,  Sunday  morning  canoe 
trips;Aug.  5;  Moonlight  Paddle;Aug.  2 1 :  Mum  Bett  Day; Aug.  22: 
Joseph  Firecrow  in  concert. 

on  Rannapo  Rd.  and  follow  for  1.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Weatogue 
Rd.  to  the  entrance  and  parking  on  the  left.  Regular  admission  is  free 
for  members  of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents. 
Non-members:  $5  per  adult,  $1  per  child.  To  register  for  events,  call 
229-8600  or  email  bcobble@ttor.org. 
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PROFILE:  THE  BRIDGE  RESTAURANT 

For  my  nearly  40  years 
in  residence  here  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the 
Berkshires,  the  restaurant 
that  is  now  the  Bridge  Res- 
taurant has  been  our  local 
Cheers,  the  place  "Where 
everybody  knows  your 
name" — or  where  you  meet 
the  many  tourists  who  stop 
by  for  a  pleasant  repast  and 
friendly  repartee. 

The  winter  season 
brings  the  skiers,  spring  and 
summer  appeal  to  second 

homeowners  and  theatre-  and  concert-goers,  and  the  autumn 
lures  the  "leaf  peepers.  The  Bridge  (and  its  forerunners)  has 
always  provided  a  warm  environment  with  friendly  service  and 
an  extensive  bill  of  fare  at  reasonable  prices. 

Years  ago  it  all  began  with  a  restaurant  called  F2.  Then 
Bob  Scagliarini  brought  Italian  cuisine  to  Caesar's  Shed. 
When  Bob  Miceli  took  over,  he  made  renovations  such  as 
removing  the  protruding  waitress'  station,  which  increased 
the  lounge  area.  For  a  time  the  Shed  became  a  more  infor- 
mal spot,  with  dart  boards  and  pool  tables. 

In  the  1990s,  the  menu  changed  drastically  when  Tom 


The  Bridge  on  Route  7 


and  Wendy  Gailes  bought 
the  restaurant  and  changed 
the  name  to  Limey's. 
British  and  Continental 
fare  graced  the  menu.  The 
Gailes  installed  new  tops 
for  the  bar  and  tables  and 
added  booths,  creating  the 
homey,  inviting  decor  com- 
plete with  fireplace  that  we 
enjoy  today. 

In  2007  Michael  and 
Cindy  Dutton  bought  the 
restaurant  and  changed 
the  name  to  The  Bridge. 
They've  have  carried  on  the  best  of  the  restaurant's  tradi- 
tions. It's  Sheffield's  only  restaurant-lounge.  It  (as  had  its 
predecessors)  has  served  as  home  to  the  Sheffield  Kiwanis 
Club,  which  would  be  hard-pressed  to  function  without  its 
meeting  place  in  the  Banquet  Room.  Michael  and  Cindy 
provide  three  entree  choices  for  our  Tuesday  dinner-meet- 
ings and  have  hosted  events  such  as  our  annual  Valentine's 
Night  Scholarship  Raffle  Drawing. 

It's  hard  for  me  to  imagine  Sheffield  without  this  unique 
social  venue.  Stop  by  the  Bridge  often — until  everybody  knows 


your  name  too! 


— Dick  Goodwin 


February 

20  Edward  A.  Delmolino  III  to  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Inc., 

property  at  Lime  Kiln  Rd.,  $305,000. 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 

March 


25  Peggy  A.  Sands  to  Eric  M.  Hewins,  property  at  1 590  Hewins  St., 
$130,000. 

26  Susan  and  Allison  K.Austin  to  Daniel  Lanoue  and  Kristin 
Finnerty,  property  at  Root  Lane,  $67,000. 


FIRE  LOG— Rick  Boardman,  Chief 


February 

1 6  Chimney  fire  Oak  St.  Alarm  time:  9:09am.Time  in:  1 0:29am. 

1 7  Oven  fire  on  West  Stahl  Rd.  Alarm  time:  3:37pm. Time  in: 
4:29pm. 

1 8  Search  on  Appalachian  Trail,  mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington 
Fire  Dept.Alarm  time:  3:33pm. Time  in:  4:04pm. 


March 

5 
14 
14 


15 
19 


20 


Alarm  on  Boardman  St. Alarm  time:  1 :29pm. Time  in:  1:35 

Alarm  on  S.  Main  St.  Alarm  time:  1 0: 1 8am. Time  in:  1 0:4 1  am. 

Injured  hiker  on  Mt. Washington,  mutual  aid  to  Lakeville 

Fire  Dept.Alarm  time:  3:08pm. Time  in:  8:30pm. 

Rescue  cow  that  went  through  the  ice  on  Sheffield-Egre- 

mont  Rd. Alarm  time:  1 :45pm. Time  in:  2:27pm. 

Car  fire  on  Route  7.Alarm  time:  2:55pm. Time  in:  3:07pm. 

CO  detector  on  Birch  Mountain  Lane.  Alarm  time:  I  1:25am. 

Time  in:  I  1:37am. 

Pulled  fire  alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time: 

1:1  Ipm.Time  in:  1:37pm. 


20 
21 
22 
29 
29 


April 

8 


9 
14 


Car  accident,  assisting  Sheffield  Police  Dept.Alarm  time: 

I  1 :02am. Time  in:  1 2: 1 0pm. 

False  alarm  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  Alarm  time:  7:55am. 

Time  in: 8: 1  lam. 

Burned  food  on  Maple  Ave.  Alarm  time:  7:30am. Time  in: 

7:35am. 

Burning  electrical  wires  on  Depot  St.  Alarm  time:  I  1:30am. 

Time  in:  12:24pm. 

Pole  burning  on  Depot  St.  Alarm  time:  1 :01pm. Time  in: 

1:28pm. 


Car  fire  on  Route  7. Alarm  time:  5: 1  3pm. Time  in:  6:29pm. 

House  fire,  mutual  aid  toAlford  Fire  Dept. Alarm  time: 

6:48pm. Time  in:  I  1 :14pm. 

False  alarm. Alarm  time:  1 0:26pm. Time  in:  I  1 :14pm. 

Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time:  9:03am. Time  in: 

9:20am. 
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Calendar  Page 


May 

10  MOTHERS  DAY,  Pancake  Breakfast,  Fire  House 

1 1  TOWN  ELECTIONS.Town  Hall,  9am-7pm 

1 5  Bulky  waste  collection;  also  May  1 6  and  1 7  (p.  1 8) 

1 6  Paint  and  oil  recyling,  Lenox  (p.  1 8) 

1 6     Pruning  workshop  at  Library,  1 0am  (p.  10) 
22    Farmers'  Market  opens  (p.  3) 

25  MEMORIAL  DAY  Parades:  Ashley  Falls,  8am, 

Sheffield,  I  lam  (p. 3) 
June 
6    Dewey  Hall  folk  series,  8pm  (p.  8) 
I  I     Agricultural  Fair  &  Career  Day  9am-2pm  (p.  21) 

1 5  DEADLINE  FORTHE  JULY/AUGUST  ISSUE 
18    Senior  Center  picnic,Town  Park,  1 0am  (p.  1 1) 

20  Land  Trust  annual  meeting  and  potluck  picnic  (p.  2 1 ) 

21  FATHERS  DAY 

26  Senior  Center  outing  (p.  1 1) 

July 

4    INDEPENDENCE  DAY 

I  I     Dewey  Hall  folk  series,  8pm,  at  Old  Parish  (p.  8) 
1 3     Kops  and  Kids  Camp  starts  (p.  1 9) 

1 6  Senior  Center  outing  (p.  1 1 ) 

16    Antlerless  deer  and  bear  permit  deadline  (p.  1 5) 

See  also  the  listings  for  Sheffield  Kiwanis  (p.  23) 
and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  24) 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  NEEDS  YOUR 
SUPPORT  TO  KEEP  PUBLISHING! 

Donations  are  tax-deductible. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1st,  3rt"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s!.  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2"",  4th  (2nd  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1s1 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12noon 

Council  on  Aging.  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1st 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11 :30am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays: 

Building  Inspector,  7-1  Oam 
Farmers'  Market,  3:30-6:30pm 
Saturdays: 
Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1st 
Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 
Men's  Group.  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2* 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMESJOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of  _ 


_,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 
LI  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

Q  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


CH   I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you: 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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CHANGE  SERVICE  REQUESTED 


THANK  YOU! 

To  all  our  loyal  and  generous 

supporters!  Your  support  keeps  us 

going*  If  we  missed  you  this  issue, 

we'll  catch  you  in  the  next  one, 

Nancy  K.  Kalodner 

Edward  W  &  Nancy  L.  Knapp 

Dawn  Massini 

Margaret  Black  Mitchell 

Thomas,  W.  Orlando 

Wesley  &  Elizabeth  Peterson 

Barbara  S.  &  Willard  T.  Weeks 

Barry  &  Martha  W,  Williamson 


SA  VE  THE  DA  TE! 

Saturday 

SEPTEMBER  12 

l2-6pm 

The  Sheffield  Fair 

at  the  Town  Park 

Exhibitors,  vendors  and  volunteers 

can  contact  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  for 

information  at  229-9956  or 

westhill483@hotmail.com. 

Food  Court  vendors,  contact 

Barb  Davidson  at  229-8091. 


